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Senegal-Mali-Mauritania Meeting Ends in Dakar 


AB1701104695 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The second Mali- 
Senegal-Mauritania tripartite meeting on border prob- 
lems ended in Dakar yesterday afternoon. For two days 
the three countries discussed security problems encoun- 
tered along their common borders, religious fundamen- 
talism, the fight against drug trafficking, and cooperation 
in matters of border administration. From Dakar, our 
special correspondent Oumar Toure brings this report: 


{Begin Toure recording] These issues of capital impor- 
tance to our three countries were initially discussed at 
the first tripartite interministerial meeting held in April 
last year in Bamako. At that meeting, concrete measures 
were decided upon to address the situation. These 
included holding more extensive consultations among 
border authorities, intensifying the exchange of informa- 
tion, fixing border crossing points, and demarcating the 
borders 


The present meeting, therefore, focused on reviewing the 
implementation of the Bamako recommendations and 
working Out a common strategy based on the situation 
on the ground. The interior ministers—Senegal’s Djibo 
Ka, Mauritania’s Mohamed Salem Ould Lekhal [name 
as heard], and Mali’s Sada Samake—decided to system- 
atically elirninate insecurity along the borders of the 
three countries, remove all obstacles to the movement of 
goods and persons between the three countries, and 
harmonize their immigration pclicies. Furthermore, 
Senegal and Mauritania endorsed Mali’s proposal for the 
holding in the very near future of the second subregional 
interior ministers’ meeting 11 order to better coordinate 
the general fight against border insecurity, arms circula- 
tion, and drug trafficking since the whole region is 
affected by this problem. The three ministers were later 
received by Senegalese President Abdou Diouf. [passage 
omitted] [end recording} 


SADC Discusses Proposals for Common Market 


MB2001121295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1103 
GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone Jan 20 SAPA—The 
Southern African Development Community [SADC] has 
proposed the Southern African Customs Union [SACU] 
as the channel through which a regional common market 
could be set up. In its consultative conference theme 
document released Friday, SADC said the customs 
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union could be expanded to draw in other members and 
include the free cross-border movement of labour and 
capital. 


South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland and 
Lesotho are the current members of SACU, and all are 
members of SADC, which also includes Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania, Angola and Mozambique. 
Under SACU’s current restructuring, a more equitable 
arrangement for the smaller countries is being negotiated 
while SADC is seeking to re-position itself after a decade 
of resisting apartheid South Africa’s regional economic 
domination. 


SADC’s theme document, to be discussed at its confer- 
ence in Lilongwe Malawi) at the start of February, urges 
the complete economic integration of its member states. 
As a first step, it calls for the adoption of the protocol on 
the free movement of people. This includes the abolition 
of visas, the standardisation of border controls and the 
free movement of labour. Furthermore, the regivn’s 
central bankers should consider steps towards monetary 
policy integration to squash inflation and bring interest 
rates down. 


Fiscal authorities should also follow a similar approach, 
and seek to cut budgetary deficits, harmonise tax regimes 
and collectively reduce tariffs. SADC also says member 
states need to legalise private property rights, referring to 
the failed socialist experiments in countries like Tan- 
zania and Mozambique. “The effort to mobilise region 
resources will be driven by the economic policies of 
member states... One of most important preconditions 
will be legal existence of property rights and their invi- 
olability,” the theme document states. 


The regional trade and development body recognises 
though that there will be a downside to southern African 
economic integration, but believes these will be out- 
weighed in the long term. “Member states must realise 
that there will be costs and benefits in regional integra- 
tion. Regional integration assumes that all stakeholders 
will benefit, but some will benefit more than others.”’ 


The document says however that regional integration 
can only endure under conditions of mutually balanced 
and equitable relationships. The private sector has a key 
role to play in this programme, and member states 
should draw up enabiing legislation for private enter- 
prise. “It is important to recognise that much of the 
resources, capacity and institutions are in the hands of 
individuals and private companies. 


“The necessary conducive environment will have to be 
created for these resources to be available to support 
regional integration,” SADC says. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Congo 


Opposition Decides To Join New Government 


AB2101203395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 21 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Congo negotiations are con- 
tinuing on the formation of a new government, following 
the opposition’s decision to reconsider its initial position 
of not joining the government. This was the result of 
several discussions initiated by Victor Tamba-Tamba, the 
chairman of the Parliamentary Peace Committee. It must 
be pointed out that the opposition mulled over Prime 
Minister Jacques Joachim Yhombi-Opango’s proposals for 
a long time before accepting them. Gilbert David 
Mutakala in Brazzaville has the details: 


[Begin Mutakala recording] The Congolese opposition, 
which initially refused membership in the future govern- 
ment, has just reconsidered its position. It backed down 
and finally accepted membership in the broadbased gov- 
ernment. which has been awaiting an answer for a week 
now. The opposition’s decision to join the government 
follows a series of meetings between the ruling party and 
the opposition. President Pascal Lissouba personally put a 
iot of effort into these meetings and met with opposition 
leaders on several occasions. The last time he met with 
opposition leaders was yesterday morning. This is a dra- 
matic turn of events indeed. Who would have thought that 
Prime Minister Jacques Joachim Yhombi-Opango’s con- 
sultations for a broadbased government would result in all 
the opposition parties deciding to take part in the govern- 
ment? He now has the go-ahead to form his government, 
and it is hoped that he will be able to announce his cabinet 
this weekend. [end recording] 


We have just learned that the United Democratic Forces, 
which include the Congolese Labor Party, the former single 
ruling party and affiliated parties, has stated that it 1s not at 
all concerned by the statement issued by Victor Tamba- 
Tamba vesterday evening. indicating that the opposition 
was going to reconsider its initial position of not joining the 
government. This is another example of contradictions 
within the Congolese opposition. [passage omitted] 


Premier Includes Opposition in New Government 


AB2301100095 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 0700 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[Address by Prime Minister Jacques Joachim Yhombi- 
Opango in Brazzaville on 23 January—live or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A little over a week ago, on 13 
January, President Pascal Lissouba renewed his confi- 
dence in us by asking us to form a government of 
openness. We know that you have waited for a long time. 
However, given the importance of the issue, it was 
necessary for the head of state and myself to take time 
toreflect over the issue well and to make the necessary 
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contacts to ensure that those asked to enter the govern- 
ment merit the confidence that the people have in our 
president. 


Today, following consultations with the entire active 
forces of our country, particularly with all opposition 
parties, we are happy to present to you the new cabinet 
which is composed of ministers and ministers delegate. 


[passage omitted] 


The following are therefore appointed: 


Prime Minister and Head of 
Government 


Yhombi-Opango, Jacques 
Joachim 


Minister of State, Minister of 
Administrative and Economic 
Decentralization in charge of the 
Coordination of Development and 
Regional Planning 


Mberi, Martin 


Minister of State, Minister of 
Interior in charge of Security and 
Urban Development 


Bikinkita, Philippe 


Minister of National Defense in 
charge of the Integration of the 
Armed Forces in the Democratic 
Process as a Factor of Development 


Nouarra, Maurice Stephane 
Bongo 


Minister of Economy and Finance in 
Charge of Planning and Prospects 


(Nkongo. Neila Ngonga) 


Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation in Charge of Franco- 
phone Affairs 


Bongou. Arsene Tsaty 


Minister of Industrial Development, 
Energy, Mines, and Posts and Tele- 
communications 


(Itachi, Esau) 


Keeper of the Seals and Minister of 
Justice in Charge of Administrative 
Reform 


Ouabari. Joseph 


Minister of Communications, 
Democratic Culture, and Govern- 
ment Spokesperson 


Lipou-Massala, Albertine 


Minister of Equipment and Public 
Works 


Ngalibali, Lambert 


Minister of Commerce, Cottage 
Industry, Consumption and 
Small- and Medium-Scale 
Enterprises 


Mouabenga, Marius 


Minister of Labor, Civil Service, and 
Social Security 


(Tchoumambe, Anakle) 


Minister of Hydrocarbons 


Koukenene, Benoit 


Minister of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry, Water and Forest 
Resources, and Fisheries 


Koyo, Jean-Prosper 


Ministe: of Transport and Civil 
Aviation 


(Dieken. Seraphin) 


Minister of National Education, 
Scientific Research, and Technology 
in Charge of Technical Education 


(Ekounga, Martial de Pau!) 


Minister in charge of Women’s 
Integration into Development 


(Avemeka, Marie-Theresc) 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Minister of Health and Social Affairs 
in charge of the Social Integration of 
Disaster Victims and the 
Handicapped 


(Mouyapi, Jean) 


Minister of Culture and Arts and Matsiona, Gabriel 
National Patrimony in charge of 


Tourism and Environment 


Gen. Etahonka, 
Claude-Emmanuel 


Minister of Youth and Sports in 
Charge of National Civic Service and 
Participation in Development 


That is al! for the ministers. We now go to the ministers 
delegate. 


Minister Delegate to the Prime (Abanzoulou, Pierre-Ernest) 
Minister in charge of Relations with 


Parliament 


Minister Delegate to the Minister (Louembe, Norbert) 
of Decentralization in charge of 


Regional Development and Planning 


Minister Delegate to the Minister of Madingou, Nimi 
Interior in charge of Security and 


Urban Development 


Minister Delegate to the Minister of (Makosso, Felix) 
Industrial Development in charge of 
Mineral Prospecting and Develop- 


ment 


Minister Delegate to the Minister of (Adamou- Mateta, Luc-Daniel) 
Economy and Finance in charge of 
Budget and the Coordination of 


State-owned Corporations 


Minister Delegate to the Minister of (Ebourisso, Leonie) 
Health in charge of the Social! Rein- 
tegration of Disaster Victims and the 


Handicapped 


Prime Minister Issues Warning on Labor Unrest 


AB2001183695 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 0700 GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Public Treasury and Customs 
workers are dissatisfied. Work ceased today at the Braz- 
zaville Municipal Council. Meanwhile, the quarrel 
between the labor unions continues. Yesterday, some 
workers were even spoiling for a fight. In the face of this 
sad situation, Prime Minister Jacques Joachim Yhombi- 
Opango chastised those workers who are preventing 
other workers from working, banging his fist on the table. 
Here is the warning issued by the prime minister’s office 
on the situation created by some labor unions and trade 
unionists at workplaces. It is conveyed by Jean-Benoit 
Misamo Butsi, adviser to the prime minister. 


[Begin Misamo Butsi recording] For several days now, 
some persons claiming to belong to some labor unions 
have gained notoriety by perpetrating violent acts likely 
to undermine the fundamental rights and freedoms of 
our citizens. The prime minister and head of govern- 
ment wishes to remind them that Articles 25 and 31 of 
the Constitution of Congo guarantee the freedom of 
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work, trade union liberty, and the right to strike within 
the strict respect of the country’s laws and regulations. 


In the same vein, Law 4575 of 15 March 1975 estab- 
lishing the Congolese labor code guarantees the same 
rights and freedoms. The unionist pluralism already 
observed in our country must be recognized and consid- 
ered as one of the guarantees of the free exercise of 
unionist liberty. 


In the light of the foregoing, the prime minister and head 
of government insists on the fact that the exercise of the 
right to strike should not serve as an obstacle to the 
freedom of work and a license for extra-professional 
excesses. Consequently, he hereby reminds all those who 
have formed commando groups that prevent other 
workers from going about their normal duties, seeking to 
foment strikes, that they are acting illegally. This act 
constitutes a criminal offense punishable by law, even to 
terms of imprisonment pursuant to Articles 253 and 257 
of our labor code. On this basis, the prime minister and 
head of government has directed the security forces to 
look for and bring to court all offenders and guarantee 
security at workplaces. [end recording] 


Chinese Foreign Minister Talks With Counterpart 


AB2001120595 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 0700 GMT 20 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Qian Qichen, the Chinese 
deputy premier and foreign affairs minister, is on a 
working and friendly visit to our country. He arrived 
yesterday morning and is here to concretize the agree- 
ments signed beiween the PRC and Congo during Con- 
golese President Pascal Lissouba’s visit to the PRC last 
year. On the agenda of the Chinese diplomat are a 
working session scheduled with his Congolese counter- 
part and visits to the speakers of the two chambers of the 
National Assembly. Twadikison Massanga has the 
details: 


{[Massanga] The Chinese deputy premier and foreign 
minister met with his Congolese counterpart and held 
two-hour-long discussions. They reviewed the 30- 
year-old active bilateral solidarity cooperation existing 
between their two countries. The two men expressed 
satisfaction with these bonds of cooperation. [passage 
omitted] 


Rwanda 


Twagiramungu Fears Burundi Situation 


LD2301175695 Brussels La Une Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 23 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan Prime Minister 
Faustin Twagiramungu has taken part in Geneva in a 
conference on the reconstruction of his country. Faustin 
Twagiramungu says that in Rwanda itself, a climate of 
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trust is necessary for the democratic process to continue. 
However, the Rwandan prime minister, whom Francois 
Reichmanns met, is concerned about the situation in the 
neighboring country of Burundi, where there have been 
more incidents over the last 24 hours: 


[Begin Twagiramungu recording] I must say that the 
situation in Burundi ts of great concern to me. Iti 1 kind 
of apartheid which goes far beyond the boundazies of 
apartheid and which (words indistinct} increasingly in 
Burundi. We should try to find the means to improve the 


FBIS-AFR-95-015 
24 January 1995 


situation because we always fear that an explosive situ- 
ation in Burundi might have very pzinful conse- 
quences—unfortunate ones, even—in Rwanda, 
including, for instance, a large number of refugees who 
might come to Rwanda. As long as we have not solved 
our own situation, we should not look for more unhappy 
situations. This is why we are looking for solutions to the 
explosive situation, yet this does not mean that we are at 
the end of the tunnel, so there are still risks of conflict. 
There are still risks of conflict in this region. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


By-Election Voting Ends; Mixed Turnout 
Reported 

EA1901184595 Naircbi KTN Television Network in 
English 1600 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Voting in most of the 29 
poiling stations in Webuye [Western Province] was con- 
cluded about 6:30 P.M. this evening and vote counting is 
expected to take place any time from now. The by- 
election has, however, been calm for most parts of the 
day with a high voter turnout witnessed in the morning 
turning io a trickle by the end of the day. The day was, 
however, marred by an incident in the morning when an 
Assistant Minister Elon Wameyo was roughed up by 
rowdy youth as he drove through Webduye Division. 
Voter turnout was reported to be low in Mandera. 
[passage omitted] 


FORD-Kenya Wins Webuye 


EA2001150795 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1000 GMT 20 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] FORD [Forum for the Res- 
ioration of Democracy]-Kenya’s Saulo Busolo today 
became the member of parliament elect for Webuye 
constituency when he polled 12,346 votes against his 
closest rival. KANU’s [Kenya African National Union} 
Joash wa Mangoli, who polled 6,034 votes. FORD- 
Asili’s (Elima Maloba), who successfully petitioned the 
election of the immediate former member of parliament, 
polied 216 votes, while Kenya Social Congress’s Peter 
Sasaka, managed only 130. A total of 19,732 votes were 
cast out of the 49,009 registered voters. This turnout 
represents 41.6 percent of the registered voters. [passage 
omitted] 


KANU Wins Gitugi Seat 


EA2001163495 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0400 GMT 20 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The ruling party, KANU 
[Kenya African National Union], this morning consoli- 
dated itself in the FORD [Forum for the Restoration of 
Democracy]-Asili stronghold in Murang’a [Central Prov- 
ince] when it won the Gitugi civic seat in Kangema in 
yesterday’s by-election. 


The KANU candidate Mr. (Peter Mwang) Watiru) polled 
1,566 votes against his FORD-Asili rival (Peter 
Karanja), who got 1,544 votes. Thirty-three votes got 
spoilt. The results were announced by the returning 
officer of the by-elections, (Ruth Mulusi), at the end of 
the counting exercise that was conducted at Gitugi girls 
secondary school dining hall. Following KANU s victory 
in the by-election, the residents of Gitugi location 
became the first in Central Province to elect a candidate 
to the ruling party since the introduction of the multi- 
party politics in the country. [passage omitted] 
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KANU Wins Mandera Easi 


EA2001190695 Nairobi KNA in English 1610 GMT 
20 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mandera, 20 Jan (KNA)}—Mr. 
Shaaban Ali Isaak of KANU [Kenya African National 
Union} today captured the Mandera East [Northeastern 
Province] parliamentary seat when he polled 7,473 votes 
ahead of five other candidates amid a boycott of the 
counting by opposition candidates who stormed out of 
the counting poll along with their agents. 


The nearest chalienger was FORD [Forum for the Res- 
toration of Democracy ]-Kenya’s Ismail Adan Yusuf who 
was a distant second after garnering 487 votes. He was 
followed by FORD-Asili’s Omar Haji Jama who man- 
aged only 313 votes. !n the fourth place was KNC’s 
[Kenya National Congress] Sambur Ahmed who got 34 
votes followed by DP’s [Democratic Party] Jaafar 
Mohammad Sheikh with 13 votes. Abdirahman Abdi 
Noor of PICK [Party of independent Candidates of 
Kenya] finished last with 6 votes. 


Announcing the results outside the Mandera County 
Council chambers at 4.00 P.M. The returning officer 
Brigadier (retd) Reuben Musonye said out of the 18,215 
registered voters in the consiituency, 8,326 voted at !5 
polling stations. He added that 45.78 percent of the 
registered voters in the area participated in the by- 
election and described the voter turnout as fairly high. 


Mr. Isaak won by a large margin in all the polling 
stations. At Halango polling station, he got 153 votes 
while the other five candidates did not manage to get 
even a single vote. 


Brig. Musonye, flanked by his deputy Mr. Ibrahim 
Hussein, ruled the counting of votes to go on without the 
presence of opposition candidates who had boycotted 
the exercise. They were protesiing against, among other 
alleged irregularities, the returning officers decision to 
have baliot boxes from polling stations outside the town 
remaining there overnight. The boxes were transported 
to the counting hall in the morning. The opposition 
candidates said they would take the matter to court. 


Hundreds of KANU supporters poured into the town 
celebrating the victory. Brig. Musonye thanked all the 
officers involved in the by-election for ensuring that the 
exercise was successful. 


Poiice Disperse Odinga Memorial Ceremony 


EA2201125895 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
22 Jan 95 pl 


[By Joe Ombuocr and Kenneth Ogosia] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Police and administraticn 
officials disrupted [late opposition politician] Jaramogi 
Oginga Odinga’s memorial ceremonies early yesterday 
morning, shooting in the air to disperse participants. 
Many were injured in the ensuing stampede. 
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Bondo District officer Suleiman Muhika, who led the 
raid, said it had been ordered by Siaya District commis- 
sioner, Mr. Kiritu Wamae, because the fete organizers 
had tacluded discos and live bands in their programme. 
The administration, he said, did not view such acts as 
being part of the Luo culture. 


The policemen descended on the home under cover of 
darkness as the bands, among them the Do 7 Shirati jazz 
of Benga Maestro Owino Misiani, eulogised the /ate 
Odinga. They fired several times in the air and unleashed 
tear gas at the crowd. Scores of people were injured, 
some seriously, while others were bruised as they tried to 
flee through a barbed wire fence. 


Running battles ensued between the police and people. 
Tear gas canisters were thrown into nearly every house in 
the Odinga compound. The policemen beat some of the 
participants with gun butts and a woman sustained a 
fracture. 


In the spacious Odinga compound yesterday morning, 
spent cartridges and gas canisters were strewn all over as 
scores of injured people hobbled about. 


Later, Langata MP Raila Odinga, who was caught in the 
skirmishes said: “I protest in the strongest terms...this 
defilement of Jaramogi’s shrine.” [as published] 


The operation that was carried right into the freshly- 
opened Jaramogi shrine started at 0200 and went on for 
several hours. 


The policemen in riot-control gear patrolled Bondo town 
and its environs as the cultural symposium programmed 
for yesterday went on at the home. 


The FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracyj- 
Kenya Mathare branch chairman, Mr. Okoth Odotte, 
who took a gun butt blow to his brow, said the policemen 
threw six tear gas cannisters into the late politician's 
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house. Raila narrated how tear gas was directed into his 
face. He said a police officer’s shoot order was followed 
by a volley that sent people scurrying in a pandemonium. 


The MP, who was whisked away to safety by FORD- 
Kenya security men, described the attack as barbaric. He 
questioned the rationale of using live ammunition 
against peaceful citizens whose only crime was to pay 
homage to a departed hero. [passage omitteci| 


Official Defends Poiice Action 


EA2301191395 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nyanza provincial com- 
missioner [PC], Joseph Kaguthi, has clarified that police 
fired in the air during the celebrations marking the first 
anniversary of Jaramogi Oginga Odinga’s death on Sat- 
urday [21 January] in an attempt to rescue a senior 
police officer who had been attacked and stabbed in the 
abdomen by a member of a mob of unruly youth who 
threatened to kill him. 


The PC said in a statement today that the local division 
officer and the officer commanding station had visited 
the home of the late Odinga on normal security patrol on 
the day the incident occurred at about 0100 and it was 
then that the senior police officer was attacked by the 
rowdy youth. Kaguthi thanked the police for showing 
great restraint even after their boss had been stabbed by 
the youth. 


Kaguthi further said that his office remained in close 
contact with family members of the late Odinga during 
arrangements for the anniversary. He added that indeed 
government water bowsers from the entire province were 
mobilized to provide water for the visitors attending the 
anniversary. Similarly, the PC said officers from the 
national museums of Kenya gave professional advice on 
how to equip the museum that has been put in the home. 
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Assembly Holds ‘Snap Debate’ on Indemnity 


MB2301155195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1427 
GMT 23 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly Jan 23 
SAPA—The chief justice should head an inquiry into the 
crisis surrounding indemnity applications by 3,500 
police officers and NP [National Party] politicians, Mr 
Douglas Gibson (DP [Democratic Party]) said on 
Monday. Introducing a snap debate called by the D/P, he 
said the political crisis in the government of national 
unity [GNU] had been settled, but the indemnity ques- 
tion had not. 


“The DP believes that it is a matter of urgent public 
importance that Parliament should express an opinion 
because the cabinet will again discuss indemnity at its 
meeting on Wednesday [25 January]. There is great 
potential for a further blow-up.” Instead of focusing on 
the imperatives of reconstruction and development, the 
GNU was being distracted from its task by the lingering 
indemnity crisis. The GNU had brought the country’s 
legal system into disrepute. Ordinary citizens did not 
understand what was happening and the 3,500 appli- 
cants were also in the dark. 


The minister of justice had said the indemnities were 
illegal and would not be recognised by him. “He is 
talking about a major operation carried out by the 
former Nationalist government, the effect of which was 
to protect itself and its servants from political prosecu- 
tion. 


“We can only guess what crimes were committed by 
these politicians and public servants. The reason we have 
to guess is that the 3,500 (applicants) all refrained from 
telling us what these crimes were The DP believed the 
law had not been followed, with the polemic largely 
hinging on whether the indemnities had ever been pub- 
lished. “‘No wonder the minister of justice doubts these 
indemnities.” 


Deputy President Mr F W de Klerk had defended the 
legality of the indemnities, but Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Mr Pik Botha seemed to believe they 
were not legal. ““What is the public to conclude from all 
this? The first conclusion must be that the indemnity 
question is a mess.”’ Another impression was that the NP 
had engaged in a legitimate last-minute attempt to 
protect themselves or their servants from prosecution, or 
they had tried by illegal means to gain indemnity. 


It could also be concluded that it was vital for South 
Africa to know whether the 3,500 would be prosecuted 
or would have to reapply for indemnity. The worst 
proposal was that the issue be referred to the parliamen- 
tary Standing Committee on Justice, a “recipe for a 
kangaroo court’. “I must warn (Justice Minister Mr 
Dullah) Omar's refusal to recognise acts of the last 
government could have very serious implications for the 
rule of law ... Ministers cannot be allowed to recognise 
those actions which they like and ignore those which 
they do not.” 
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Was Mr Botha serious, when suggesting that the courts 
should decide on the legality of the indemnities, that all 
ministers and policemen had to be charged and tried? 
The best answer lay in appointing an independent com- 
mission, perhaps chaired by the chief justice. The 
broader questions surrounding indemnity and future 
applications can be left to the Truth Commission. “(The) 
present crisis, (however), can be defused entirely by 
having it swiftly and impartially probed and adjudicated 
upon by a commission of inquiry.” 


Omar Joins in Debate 


MB2301162295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1523 
GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly Jan 23 
SAPA—Two former cabinet ministers, the commis- 
sioner of police, including 3,500 policemen at ihe centre 
of the indemnity row in the government of national 
unity, had not followed the correct procedures for 
indemnity, the Minister of Justice Mr Dullah Omar said 
on Monday. 


Speaking in a snap debate on the issue, he said not a 
single member of ihe African National Congress had 
been granted indemnity without disclosing the acts for 
which he sought it. Former Defence Minister General 
Magnus Malan, former Law and Order Minister Mr 
Adriaan Viok and Commissioner of Police General 
Johan van der Merwe and 3,500 policemen had been 
granted indemnity shortly before the April 27 elections 
in 1994. There was no general indemnity granted 
without full disclosures of offences and all applications 
were submitted or <., individual basis to the indemnity 
office. 


Mr Omar said, except for the offence of membership of 
a prohibited organisations individual application with 
full information on prescribed forms by each affected 
person was required. 


“I say to the policemen and policewome.: concerned, 
misrepresentations cannot help you. You need to cross 
the river, but you cannot do it on the back of a crocodile. 


“Do not let anyone mislead you about general amnesty 
because there will be no general amnesty.” 


Since the inception of indemnity 13,988 applications 
were submitted for indemnity, immunity and release. 


—Applications refused: 375; 
—Applications granted on an individual basis: 318: 


—Applications pending (to be processed by the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission): 185; 


—Applications relating to offences committed after 
October 8, 1990 pending: 464; 


—Indemnities granted in accordance of governmert 
gazette of April 24, 1991 10 16; 
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—Applications for receiving military training: 4,709; 


—Applications for illegally leaving the country: 5,502. 
Approximately 1,862 of these people also acquired 
indemnity for receiving military training, and 


—Applications completed in a such a way that, in view 
of indemnity office, indemnity was not acquired: 
3,481. 


“It is quite inexplicable that the mass applications sub- 
mitted by the police between 25 and 29 April 1994—and 
in particular those by two former cabinet ministers and 
the commissioner of police—was kept secret and that we 
were never informed thereof.” 


De Klerk Takes Part 


MB2301164195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1606 
GMT 23 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Texi] National Assembly Jan 23 
SAPA—The issue of indemnity had to be resolved soon 
to bring certainty to policemen and ANC members 
whose indemnity had been questioned by the govern- 
ment itself, Deputy President Mr F W de Klerk said on 
Monday. 


Speaking in a snap debate on the indemnity crisis, he 
said he and President Mr Nelson Mandela had specifi- 
cally agreed it was extremely important that their differ- 
ences on the question not have a negative impact on the 
people involved. There were about 8,000 South Afri- 
cans—about 3,500 policemen and 4,000 ANC mem- 
bers—covered by a cloud of uncertainty who did not 
know what was happening and were being subjected to 
threats. 


“We two have a commitment to bring certainty to the 
policemen and ANC members whose indemnity is in 
question by the government.” The application by the 
police was purely their own initiative. “I was not con- 
sulted on the whole issue, it was not government-driven 
and organ'sed. It was something the police did.” 


It seemed [word indistinct] himself had categorically 
stated that ANC members who had applied for indem- 
nity for “all acts’ had not received it. “We say ... If a 
policeman applied for ‘all acts’ and did not achieve 
indemnity, it should apply to all ANC members in the 
same boat.” Mr Omar, he said, had stated that none of 


the ANC members who had applied for indemnity . 


within the definition of “‘all acts” had been indemnified. 


There were about 4,000 ANC members who had applied 
for indemnity for having undergone military training as 
well as all acts apart from such training, and they too 
were under a cloud. 


As to the purported difference between himself and 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Mr Pik Botha, both 
he and Mr Botha fully agreed that only the courts could 
determine if indemnity had been granted for the 3,500 
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po!*cemnen in question. “They were not indemnified. but 
the question is, was it achieved.” 


Mr de Kierk said he had advised former Law and Order 
Minister Mr Adriaan Viok against applying for indem- 
nity. Former Defence Minister Mr Magnus Malan had 
already retired when he applied. Many offences by ANC 
and PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] members had not 
been directed against the former government or its 
agencies, but against other black South Africans and the 
converse applied. 


Mufamadi Discusses Police Service Reforms 


MB2001164795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1008 
GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 20 SAPA—There 
would have been no need for the police to “queue up” for 
indemnities if ihe force had been truly accountable and 
transparent in the past, Safety and Security Minister 
Sydney Mufamadi said on Friday [20 January]. 


“Their ability to be effective and transparent was com- 
promised by their involvement in political thuggery 
which was required of them by the National Party.” 


Mr Mufamadi was addressing new recruits at the South 
African Police College north of Pretoria. 


Mr Mufamadi said police forces in the old South Africa 
were required to act in defence of apartheid and to carry 
out “all manner of inhuman acts”. 


“Never again do we want the police to be used as an 
instrument of a political party.” 


Instead of firing on crowds of protesters, police officers 
would be required to defend the rights of demonstrators 
to express themselves and to protect them from harm, 
Mr Mufamadi said. 


“Never again do we want suspects to be subjected to 
assault and torture in the course of questioning by the 
police. Instead, police officers must be sufficiently 
trained to obtain information in a professional manner.” 


Mr Mufamadi said the | ,700 new recruits, who had been 
selected from 150,000 applicants, were drawn from all 
the provinces and all the population groups. They 
included “far more women than the police forces have 
recruited in the past”. 


The recruits would be the first to do a new community- 
oriented one-year training course. 


Mr Mufamadi said training courses for advanced man- 
agement training were also being devised. The first to 
undergo this training would be the leaders of the new 
national police service who would be appointed soon. 


Intelligence Service Formally Disbanded 


MB2001201195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1931 
GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Dec 20 SAPA— 
The National Intelligence Service [NIS] formally dis- 
banded on January |, 1995, a spokesman for the 
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Ministry of Justice, under which it resorted, confirmed 
on Friday {20 January] night. 


In terms of legislation pacsed by Parliament last year, it 
is to be replaced by two new intelligence arms, one 
dealing with internal intelligence gathering and the other 
with the international aspects of intelligence. 


The NIS underwent two name changes since its incep- 
tion in the mid-19€0’s. It was first known as the Bureau 
of State Security when it was founded under Gen Hen- 
drik van den Bergh, a former Security Police chief. The 
name of the service was changed—after constant refer- 
ences to it in its abbreviated form BOSS in the press—to 
the Department of National Intelligence [as received]. 


It again underwent a name change to ‘> - after Dr 
Neil Barnard took over as chief follow: 02m < - tions of 
the involvement of DONS [Depar ««it 0° National 
Security] in the scandal surrounding rroer Depart- 


ment of Information under the late Dr — ....ci Khoodie. 


a Police General Announces Retirement 1 
ay 


MB1901131195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
19 Jan 95 pp I, 3 


[Report by Bronwyn Littleton and Heien Grange] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Three top police generals who 
were in the running to succeed General Johan van der 
Merwe as commissioner of police have declared them- 
selves unavailable for the post—adding to the present 
low morale in the SAPS [South African Police Service]. 


Van der Merwe announced yesterday that Deputy Com- 
missioner Lieutenant-general Johan Swart and Witwa- 
tersrand Commissioner Lieutenant-Generai Koos Calitz 
had indicated their unavailability for any post under 
consideration—both on medical grounds. 


And Divisional Head of Support Services Lieutenant- 
General J C Le Roux Stemmet had given notice of his 
intention to retire on May |. 


Van der Merwe announced his own resignation last 
week. 


Calitz and Swart had been tipped as candidates for the 
post of national police commissioner, but that position is 
now almost certain to be filled by Major-General George 
Fivaz—who holds a lower rank than the others. 


In a statement yesterday, Calitz said he had been advised 
on medical grounds that he would not be able to do 
justice to the position of national commissioner if he was 
appointed—and had advised Van der Merwe of his 
unavailability for the post. 


“I am at present on sick leave and my immediate future 
depends on the success of the medical treatment,” he 
said. 
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Swart, also on sick leave at present, could not be con- 
tacted yesterday. 


Stemmet refused to comment yesterday, stating his deci- 
sion to retire was his “own private affair’. 


Police sources have speculated that the latest develop- 
ments could be the first concrete indications that the old 
guard of top policemen did not see a future for them- 
selves in the new-style police service. 


The Star reported last w. ck that morale was at a low ebb 
in the force because of civilian appointments and pro- 
motion of officers above others with a higher rank. 
Morale has taken another battering with The Star’s 
revelations of the secret issuing of indemnity to 3,500 
policemen and the subsequent doubt caused by politi- 
cians declaring the indemnities invaiid. 


Although Fivaz is a popular contender for the police 
commissioner post, the fact that he is only a major- 
general has rankled some senior policemen. The sources 
also said there was concern that he did not have a record 
of standing up to politicians. 


Van der Merwe has often clashed with his political 
masters in the past. Yesterday, for example, he took on 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha over the 
indemnity issue. 


The new national police commissioner is expected to be 
appointed by President Mandela next month. The com- 
missioner will then appoint provincial police commis- 
sioners to serve under him. 


Article Assesses Success of NP Congress 


MB2301142595 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 23 Jan 95 p 6 


{Article by Tim Cohen at the World Trade Center in 
Kempton Park] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] From the start, it was clear the 
NP’s [National Party] federal congress was going to be 
different. Flashing coloured lights befitting a minor rock 
concert swept over the | ,500-odd delegates while rousing 
quasi-classical music trumpeted the arrival at the 
podium of FW de Klerk. 


The stage at the World Trade Centre looked like the set 
of the Artes Awards, contrasting starkly with the sombre 
city hall settings traditionally chosen for NP congresses. 


In the midst of the razzmatazz, the sun portion of a huge 
NP logo behind the stage abruptly transformed itself into 
a round movie screen which f.ashed slides of De Klerk 
meeting world leaders. Clearly, the image presented was 
of a bold, confident political party, comfortable in the 
modern world. 


And the changes from past NP congresses went deeper. 
Delegates were not required to passively listen to long 
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speeches by their leaders and simply cheer at the appro- 
priate moments. The ladies were relieved of their duty to 
provide the tea and cakes. In fact there was hardly a 
koeksister {pastry} in sight. 


A more democratic style was adopted with delegates 
breaking up into working groups to work on developing 
NP policy—one of the major objects of the congress. 


The changes were clearly the consequence of a new 
political context, revolutionary for the country, but 
cataclysmic for the NP. The congress was the first for 
almost half a century which took place v. ile the NP was 
not the ruling party; it was the first since the ANC swept 
the boards in the election; and it was the first since the 
NP’s support base shifted from being predominantly 
white to being almost half not white. 


All these changes posed particular problems for the 
party, made more complex by its rather ungainly posi- 
tion of being half in and half out of government. 


This latter issue, and the “crisis” in the government of 
national unity rather overshadowed the congress. But, 
wittingly or unwittingly, it did ensure the congress 
received rather more prominence than it would other- 
wise have got. 


Despite the theatre provided by the hurried “crisis” 
meetings of De Klerk and President Nelson Mandela, the 
real matter at hand was to define a new direction for the 
party in the drastically changed political context. Did the 
party manage to achieve this goal? 


According to party leaders, the congress succeeded 
beyond expectations. Mineral and Energy Affairs Min- 
ister Pik Botha, never one for understatement, likened 
the congress to the pop song The End of a Perfect Day. 
““‘We have come to the end of a perfect conference,” he 
gushed. 


Perhaps he was referring to the number of column inches 
devoted to the conference (or at least the crisis), or 
perhaps he was just being his normal effusive self. 


But if the congress is to be judged by the quality of the 
policy position papers which emerged—-the criteria 
selected by no less than the party leader himself—its 
success can only be regarded as mixed. 


Policy documents on five designated critical areas were 


produced: security, education, constitutiona! issues, the . 


economy and human rights. 


The documents themselves were only about six pages 
each and consisted mainly of broad goals stated as 
generalities. 


Few specific and current issues were addressed head on, 
and the principles enunciated were quite what you would 
expect. No specific targets were set. Frankly, the docu- 
ments lacked the detail and sophistication of the ANC’s 
reconstruction and development policy. 
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On human rights, the anticipated debate on the death 
penalty and abortion did not transpire, with the party 
opting overwhelmingly for the reintroduction of capital 
punishment (despite the fact that the cabinet has already 
approved legislation outlawing it) and the rejection of 
abortion on demand. 


On constitutional issues, the main issue—whether the 
government of national unity should continue beyond 
the mandate of the existing constitution—-was not 
resolved. On the economy, a free-market economy was 
broadly endorsed and privatisation encouraged. 


But there were also strange lacunas. On the economy, 
tariff policy and the dual currency system, surely two of 
the most pressing issues facing SA [South Africa], were 
not discussed. In the human rights discussion, a party 
position on the lateral application of the Bill of Rights 
was not determined. The issue was described as “a 
technical detail”. 


Despite the pleas of senior delegates that policy details 
would be fleshed out by experts and individuals more 
intimately involved, it is hard to avoid the conclusion 
that the party did not achieve the goal of defining a 
policy which would clearly set it apart from its oppo- 
nents. 


It is probably unable to do so for a variety of reasons. 
The inexperience of its members, its tricky position 
half-in and half-out of government and a very varieG 
constituency could be among theim. 


Perhaps, unwittingly, one of the party’s nicest leaders, 
Dawie de Villiers, put his finger on it when he applauded 
the convergence of opinion between the NP and the 
ANC on economic issues. 


Why exactly are they so similar? Shouldn't this be 
precisely the area of most intense divergence? Could it be 
that the statist ideology of the old NP lives on and, 
perversely, is not incompatible with the mildly socialist 
ideas of the ANC? 


But fault must also lie with the leadership. In his closing 
address, De Klerk boasted that, in contrast to the ANC, 
the NP’s policy was far superior because it was in line 
with the policies adopted by the great countries of the 
world, like Germany and Japan. 


But he then went straight on to identify and discuss at 
length what he sees as the crux of the matter—minority 
rights. Can it be that what made Germany and Japan 
great was primarily the way they dealt with this issue? 


Although De Klerk’s position in the party is unassailable 
and a motion of confidence in his leadership was passed, 
an uncomfortable atmosphere developed in a very subtle 
way. It was almost as though delegates were uncon- 
sciously asking: “Is it the case that De Klerk was the right 
man for the negotiations period but the wrong man for 
establishing a party capable of challenging the ANC?” 
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A question mark must be placed over the leadership of 
the party as a whole. Stiil very white despite the party’s 
changed support base, too many contrasting positions 
developed on the indemnity issue for comfort. Too many 
contrasting stances on the government of national unity 
were also evident. 


These problems all lead to a single critical question. 
What is the role of the NP in the new SA? Is it to protect 
the privileges of the comparatively well off, or should it 
attempt to gain sufficient black votes for it to become a 
real challenge to the ANC? 


The 1995 Federal Congress simply did not provide a 
clear answer to this question. Furthermore, while the NP 
has cast off its apartheid policies underneath elements of 
the past still linger. A complete metamorphosis has yet to 
take place. 


PAC Deputy President Pheko Profiled 


MB1801160095 Johannesburg CIi"Y PRESS in English 
15 Jan 95 p 15 


[Report by Wally Mbhele; all quotation marks as pub- 
lished} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Like a phoenix rising from the 
ashes, the fourth floor of the PAC’s [Pan-Africanist 
Congress] Johannesburg headquarters is suddenly brim- 
ming with a new confidence since the arrival of Motsoko 
Pheko. 


One detects in this new spirit of optimism that the staff 
have a renewed belief the PAC will again become an 
important player on the political stage. 


“| am not a saviour. I’m not the Messiah. I merely 
believe in the principle of doing things properly ... and 
succeeding,”’ he says. 


He spoke to CITY PRESS this week in one of his first 
interviews since assuming the PAC deputy presidency, 
after being in exile for 30 years. 


Pheko was previously the PAC’s chief representative at 
the United Nations’ Commission on Human Rights as 
well as on the Sub-commission on Human Rights in 
Geneva. 


If there are men who can cause a surprise in political 
circles, Pheko is one of them. He arrived at the eleventh 
hour for last month’s PAC congress and was defeated for 
the PAC’s presidency by Clarence Makwethu by only the 
narrowest of margins. 


He was then offered the deputy presidency of an organ- 
isation he has had little contact with since it’s unbanning 
in 1990. He did not immediately return. 


“I was against the idea of indemnity. I didn’t think the 
previous government could commit political crimes, 
then turn around to us and say they were now prepared 
to forgive us ... it was a big compromise on our side to 
return under such a situation.” 
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Pheko says his immediate task will be “to reorganise the 
PAC and to build it into the force that it should be.” 


It is a difficult task. The PAC is a cash-strapped organ- 
isation that attracted few votes in the elections and was 
beaten by minority parties like the Freedom Front. 


However, Pheko is determined to turn the organisation 
around. 


He is a lawyer, having graduated with an LLB degree at 
the University of Zambia and has 2 degree in interna- 
tional law from the University of London. 


He is also an author and a theologian who holds a 
doctorate in theology from the American Bible Institute. 


Pheko was flown from the UK only a few hours before 
the PAC’s elections in Mmabatho last month to chal- 
lenge for the organisation’s presidency. Many felt he 
would provide a more dynamic leadership than Mak- 
wethu’s. 


“I have always been keen on research work, to write on 
things that affect the African people, particularly devei- 
oping ideas from an afrocentric point of view.” 


He has written several books, including, APARTHEID, 
THE LAND IS OURS and THE EARLY CHURCH IN 
AFRICA. 


He says he wants “our own African intelligentsia ... that 
can play a role without necessarily being in parliament. 
We should have a think tank in this nation that can look 
at a number of relevant issues.” 


About his attempt to wrest the leadership from Mak- 
wethu, he says: “I was challenging Makwethu for the 
mandate of the people. He defended it successfully and 
that’s democracy.” 


About the future role of the PAC, he says: “The PAC 
must become a force to reckon with. Internationally. we 
have always been a member of the nonaligned move- 
ment, the OAU and the United Nations. We are not just 
a small fraction of people. We represent the authentic 
aspirations of the people of this country. 


“I think in due course people will see for themselves that 
the PAC represents their true aspirations. There are 
changes in this country but they are superficial changes, 
not fundamental changes. For instance, how many 
African people are in the Constitutional Court?” 


And the new PAC deputy president sticks to his organ- 
isation’s demand for the sedistribution of land. 


“The land issue did not begin with the PAC. It begins 
with Sekhukhuni, with Moshoeshoe, D:ngane, with our 
kings. They laid down their lives for the land. 


“The last parliament passed a law called the Restitution 
of the Land Act of 1994 which says people can claim 
land taken from them in 1913. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


“But that’s wrong because as early as 1820 we had 
British settlers here and as early as 1836 there were wars 
of national resistance when the land was taken from the 
people. 


And Pheko says the election results were not a true 
reflection of the support held for the PAC. 


“The elections, like the negotiations, were pre- 
determined and the general incompetence of the Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission, the chaos in the polling 
booths, widespread fraud and intimidatio: were the 
chief reasons for the poor results.” 


Pheko clearly wants the PAC leadership to forget about 
the election results and concentrate on the political 
issues of the future. 


‘People are still living in squalor. Political parties should 
be concerned about the unemployed rather than having 
ambitions like going to parliament, or having nice cars 
and nice houses.” 


He says part of the PAC’s new programme is to extend 
an invitation to white South Africans to join the party. 


“They are welcome to come but we won’t beg them ... as 
if they are angels.”’ 


On the question of local gc .ernment elections in October 
Pheko says he is not in a hurry to address mass rallies. 


He says he'll first concentrate on building up PAC 
structures, thereby preparing the groundwork for larger 
gatherings. 


“I think the PAC will do well in the local elections but I 
must acquaint myself well with existing problems, so we 
are properly prepared.” 


In a somewhat poetic and moving conclusion to our 
discussion, Pheko paid tribute to the heroes of Africa’ by 
saying: ‘Basically I’m not supposed to be in this business 
but I am because I can’t see people being treated in a 
manner that is not fit for human beings. 


“I believe that God made man in his image and therefore 
I don’t believe there are a people who are superior or 
inferior. I can’t subscribe to that idea. 


“There are great people that have done a lot for us. Our 
heroes of national resistance, many of whom couldn’t 
read or write ... but they understood issues better than we 
do in 1995. 


“It was no small thing when our kings took up arms to 


defend our lives and our land. We have men and women 
who gave up their lives long before we were born but we 
do not sing about them as heroes. 


PAC Youth Leader’s Resignation ‘Long Overdue’ 


MB2101190295 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 21-22 Jan 95 p 5 


[Report by Tefo Mothibeli] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] The resignation of Pan Afri- 
canist Congress [PAC] of Azania youth movement 
Azanyu president Mosotho Petlane this week left no one 
surprised. 


Former Azanyu national organiser Thabiso Mosokotso 
described the move as “long overdue”. 


Petlane (26), hailed by many as a pragmatist, the back- 
bone of the PAC in the Vaal region and the lifeline of 
Azanyu, bows out amid rumours of bickering which 
“threatens the very existence of the organisation”. 


A source close to the PAC said: “This clearly vindicates 
rumours of problems within the organisation.” 


In a letter to PAC president Clarence Makwetu, Petlane 
wrote: ‘Following our telephonic conversation regarding 
(Vaal) regional problems, I have decided to resign from 
the membership of the organisation.” 


Asked whether that meant he was severing his ties with 
the movement, he said: “Absolutely. I have had enough 
of bad treatment meted out to me in the organisation. 


“I also feel that there is no progress in the PAC.” 


It is believed that Petlane was contemplating resigning 
even before he was “manhandled by his colleague in the 
leadership during the recent Vaal regional congress of 
the PAC”. 


Sources close to the PAC say Petlane probably made up 
his mind after “his recent humiliation by the Vaal 
regional chairman, who denounced him during a 
meeting with Gauteng [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, 
Vereeniging] Housing MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] Dan Mofokeng”’. 


Petlane said: “Honestly, that pained me a lot.” 


Observers believe that this is the last thing the PAC 
needs ahead of the local government elections scheduled 
for October. 


The organisation hoped the local elections would set the 
tone for what was coming in 1999. 


Asked about his future, Petlane said: “I have not made 
up my mind yet, but I hope to remain in civic politics.” 


Regarding rumours that he would cross the floor to the 
ANC camp, he said: “It is likely. It will not be easy living 
outside the PAC, but I can’t do otherwise.” 


Petlane now represents the Vaal Progressive Civic Asso- 
ciation in the Vaal Transitional Metropolitan Council. 


Preparation for Rural Local Government Scored 


MB2001122495 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 20 Jan 95 p 6 


[Repoprt by Jo-Anne Collinge] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] October’s municipal elections 
will fail to bring local democracy to rural areas unless the 
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central Government shakes off its inaction and gives 
rural local government priority attention, says the 
National Land Committee (NLC). 


The Government had failed to come up with acceptable 
models for rural local government, yet voters in the 
countryside would soon be under pressure to register in 
an election for unknown institutions, NLC representa- 
tives pointed out at a Johannesburg press conference 
yesterday. 


“We are only one week away from the beginning of the 
90-day period of voter registration, and there is still a 
lack of clarity and an uncertainty about the structures to 
be set up in rural areas,’ said Ashley Westaway of the 
NLC’s Cape affiliate, the Surplus People’s Project. 


He added that, despite the complexity of municipal 
elections, there were signs that voter education would be 
far less comprehensive than for last year’s national 
election. 


“As a result, the plight of farmworkers, labour tenants 
and the landless masses looks set to continue because 
they may have no recourse to a popularly elected pri- 
mary local authority after October.” 


In an attempt to address this crisis, the NLC is con- 
vening a summit on rural local government in Johannes- 
burg on February 9 and 10. Invitations have been 
extended not only to community and civic delegates, but 
to top Government representatives—including Minister 
of Constitutional Development and Provincial Affairs 
Roelf Meyer and “RDP [Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Program] Minister” Jay Naidoo. 


The problem has its roots in the fact that the Local 
Government Transition Act was tailored to urban con- 
ditions and the reintegration of racially fragmented 
towns and cities. 


Efforts to find models for the rural areas have not been 
successful. When the question was referred to the prov- 
inces in August, all relevent MECs [member of the 
Executive Council] agreed to stick to national guidelines 
in seeking models appropriate to their conditions. But 
some had failed to do so, the NLC stated. 


It argued that the handicap of inadequate legislation had 
been compounded by the central Government’s failure 
to “drive” the local government reform process. Even in 
the urban areas the process was a year behind the 
original schedule. 


Registration for Local Elections Detailed 


MB2301163795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Jan 95 p Il 


[Report by Paula Frey] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The face of urban local govern- 
ment as we have always known it has changed. Across 
Greater Johannesburg last week, new transitional struc- 
tures were launched. 
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The area, now a large metropolis, is governed locally by 
the Greater Johannesburg Transitional Metropolitan 
Council (TMC). Within this overseeing structure, lie 
seven sub-structures—new municipal areas joining pre- 
viously racially segregated ones. 


An example of this is the North-Eastern Metropolitan 
substructure (MSS) which links Sandton to Alexandra, 
Hillbrow, Kensington and Malvern. However, Soweto— 
excluding Dobsonville—is an MSS on its own by virtue 
of its large population. 


The TMC is responsible for bulk services and budgets 
from former towns and cities such as Randburg Soweto, 
Roodepoort, Lenasia and the old Johannesburg. It holds 
the funds for the entire area and the metropolis retains 
all the sormer RSC [Regional Service Council] levies, 
controls intergovernmental grants, directs the revenue 
from its own bulk services and can impose levies on the 
sub-regions. 


When MSSs are functional, local services and revenue 
powers are expected to be delegated to them. 


The importance of successful local government lies in 
the primary task of implementing the Reconstruction 
and Development Programme (RDP). It is, experts reit- 
erate, government closest to the people. 


The local authorities being launched are merely transi- 
tional, structured to maintain existing and upgrade inad- 
equate municipal services, collect revenues, register 
voters and organise the elections in their areas. 


All councillors serving on these structures were 
appointed following negotiations in terms of the Local 
Government Transitional Act. 


In line with the Act, each transitional council consists of 
statutory members (including foreigner councillors in 
the old local authorities) and non-statutory members 
(including parties such as the ANC, PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress], IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] and SANCO 
[South African National Civics Organization] which 
have never contested local elections). 


The October election will turn these councils into dem- 
ocratic institutions. 


These structures—which include TMCs in metropolitan 
areas such as Johannesburg and Transitional Local 
Councils (TLCs) for stand- alone towns like Alberton 
and Krugersdorp—should be in place countrywide by 
Friday [27 January] when the registration process begins. 


A hectic period lies ahead: an estimated 20 million 
voters need to be registered during the next three 
months—about 320,000 per working day. 


In KwaZulu/Natal alone, an estimated 80,000 people 
need to be registered per working day, according to Task 
Group co-chairman Khehla Shubane. 
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In Greater Johannesburg, it is estimated that 3 million 
voters need to be registered at a rate of about 48,000 a 
day. 


Should registration not be completed, the premier of 
each province is empowered to extend the time 90 days. 


According to Greater Johannesburg TMC executive 
committee chairman Colin Matjila, the city is ready for 
the registration process, and the existing infrastructure 
and administration will be used. 


On Wednesday, TMC councillors are expected to 
approve a detailed plan for registration as well as make 
available about R4 million (rands] for the process. 


During this 90-day period, the onus will be on prospec- 
tive voters to register themselves through structures set 
up by the transitional authorities. 


Political parties also have a responsibility to ensure their 
supporters are registered within the prescribed period, 
said the Local Government Elections Task Group. 


The group called on prospective voters to ensure they 
had valid ID books. 


‘Another important preparatory step is the demarcation 
of areas of jurisdiction, the determination of the number 
of seats for each transitional council and the delimitation 
of wards which have to be finalised by the demarcation 
boards as soon as possible,” said the group. 


The time frames are tight. By Thursday, the nine pre- 
miers must have determined the outer boundaries of the 
TLCs and TMCs in order to establish the area of 
franchise for the voters roll. Election regulations must be 
proclaimed and notice given on the start of registration. 
A voters roll officer must be appointed by each transi- 
tional structure. 


During February, the chief executive officer of every 
structure has to investigate the procedure necessary, and 
their capacity to print ballot papers and voters’ rolls as 
well as potential voting station sites. 


Investigations into the demarcation of wards and the 
number of seats will start in February and a final report 
must be submitted by July 11. 


The voters roil should be compiled by late April and in 
May should be open for inspection and objections. July 
17 is the deadline for certification of the voters roll. 


By the end of August, a list of voting stations and 


addresses should be published, and nominations for 
candidates opened. The final announcement of ward 
candidates is expected in early October. 


With the elections tentatively scheduled for October 31, 
no electioneering will be permitted on voting day or the 
day before. 


On the day of election, voters will have two votes—one 
for an individual candidate to represent the specific 
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ward and another for a political party. As in the April 
election, the system of proportional representation will 
be used and political parties will put forward a list of 
candidates in order of preference. Seats will then be 
allocated, according to the number of votes cast for each 
political party in the area. 


In metropolitan areas such as Greater Johannesburg, 
voters will have a third vote for a political party—once 
again using proportional representation—to make up 40 
percent of the TMC seats. 


The remaining 60 percent of the TMC seats will go to 
MSS representatives elected by ward representatives on 
the various MSSs. As such, the MSSs will always be able 
to keep a check on the TMC as their representatives 
make up the bulk of the council. 


These structures are expected to remain in place 
throughout the term of the Interim Constitution. 


The costs of the election are expected to be shared by the 
three tiers of government. In Johannesburg initial elec- 
tion costs are expected to be R4 million to register 
voters, but some experts say it could be R16 million. 


“Even though the central Government has already 
decided in principle to render assistance in this regard, 
provincial and local governments are duty-bound to 
utilise existing sources as cost effectively as possible,” 
said the Task Group. 


Half of Cape Voters Registered for Oct Polls 


MB1801122295 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
12 Jan 95 p 1 


[Report by Peter Dennehy] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Less than half the estimated 
700,000 eligible voters in the Cape Town municipal area 
are on the voters roll—and it is going to cost millions of 
rand to register them all. 


This was disclosed yesterday when the council 
announced a drive to get local elections off the ground. 
In the October local election all adult residents will be 
able to vote for the first time. 


In previous elections there was a property-based fran- 
chise in which only owners and lessees of property and 
their spouses could vote—all on racially separate rolls. 
According to figures provided by the municipality yes- 
terday, there are 228,569 white and coloured voters. 


Mr Ben van Rensburg, one of the chief metropoliian 
co-ordinators of voter registration, said registration of 
voters would begin on January 27 and last three months. 
Preparations are well under way already. A Joint Man- 
agement Body (JMB) consisting of Cape Town. Bellville, 
Parow, Somerset West and the Regional Services 
Council has been established, with City Administrator 
Mr Gys Hofmeyr chairing it. 
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A provisional budget of R5.9 million [rands] has already 
been drawn up and apportioned among the various local 
authorities in accordance with the number of voters they 
are believed to have. Cape Town's share is nearly RIm. 


The JMB is pushing for up-front payments as soon as 
possible. Mr van Rensburg said none of the municipali- 
ties appeared to have made provision in their budgets for 
the current year for local election expenses. This is a 
problem the Transitional Metropolitan Council will deal 
with. The money will probably be drawn from ratepayers 
in next year’s budget. 


A publicity campaign on election procedures will be 
launched next week. Circulars will be sent out with bills 
as part of the campaign. 


A source in the Metropolitan Forum said possibly 1,000 
registration officers would be needed in Greater Cape 
Town. These will be recruited from communities where 
a lot of people have yet to register, mainly via non- 
government organisations. 


To fund the election it is proposed that local authorities 
be asked to find about R2.1m to go to the registration of 
voters. It also appears that the Transitional Metropolitan 
Council will have to contribute 50 percent of the total 
amount once it comes into being. 


In a document breaking down the proposed apportion- 
ment of the 1995 election cost, Cape Town municipality 
has 703,411 voters and its share of the costs will be 
R988,360. Fish Hoek has an estimated 12,818 voters 
and will pay an estimated R18,011. The Western Cape 
Regional Services council will be called on to contribute 
R488,530. Khayelitsha has 200,000 voters and will be 
asked to contribute R281,021, and Mfuleni with 10,000 
voters will pay R14,051. 


According to these projections the total election costs 
will come to R5.9m, with an unquantified amount of 
financial support for the election coming from the Cape 
Provincial Administration and the state. It 1s understood 
that the provincial administration or the central govern- 
ment will pay the black local authorities’ share of the 
costs for preparing for local election. 


AWB ‘Definitely’ Not To Take Part in Elections 


MB2301 160095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1459 
GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 23 SAPA—The 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging [AWB—Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement] will “definitely not” take part in 
October’s local government elections, spokesman Fred 
Rundle said in an interview on Monday. 


It was impossible for the AWB to consider taking part 
because some of its leaders were in prison. “Only if they 
were released would we be able to sit down and contem- 
plate what the AWB should do to promote peace in this 
country.” 
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Mr Rundle criticised the Conservative Party for deciding 
to participate in the elections and said its leaders had lost 
their credibility. “Last year they said participation in the 
April general elections would be tantamount to co- 
operating with communists. Now they are happily 
playing along.”’ 


Asked if the AWB would try to disrupt the elections, Mr 
Rundle said: “My feeling is that we should not even 
bother. Let the communists carry on in their slide 
towards economic disaster. Only when the country is 
totally bankrupt will people wake up and listen to us.” 
He said the AWB was “alive and well” and working on a 
strategy for improving its visibility. 


Paper Reports Attempted Red Mercury Sales 


MB2201134595 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 21-22 Jan 95 pp 6, 7 


[Report by Steve McQuillan, Peter Hounam, and Peta 
Thornycroft] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A deadly game has been uncov- 
ered in South Africa which is believed to have already 
cost the lives of several people. It involves a trade in a 
mysterious substance known as red mercury believed to 
have a significant application in nuclear weapons. 


Although its existence is consistently denied by Western 
powers, investigations by WEEKEND STAR and 
Channel 4 have uncovered numerous attempted deals in 
southern Africa, many in South Africa, including a 
surprising number of attempted deals in the Johannes- 
burg area. 


Involved in the trade are legitimate commodities dealers 
and, in some cases, the underworld. 


A kilogram is said to cost between $300,000 and 
$400,000. A commission of only a few percent for the 
deal-maker can translate into tens of thousands of rands. 
And many of the deals involve canisters containing 20 to 
30 kilograms. 


However, our investigations have shown that the over- 
whelming number of supposed deals are bogus, 
involving very low-grade red mercury—some sources 
refer to it as “commercial” grade—or ordinary mercury 
that has been “doctored” with a red powder or other 
substances to hoodwink the ignorant. Despite numerous 
attempts, WEEKEND STAR has so far been unable to 
acquire even a small sample of the genuine article for 
analysis. However, this newspaper’s efforts are con- 
tinuing. We have been told that samples of the genuine 
substance are available but, if they can be found, sellers 
are likely to insist on the rest of the consignment being 
bought at costs running into millions. 


With such huge amounts of money involved, the trade is 
dangerous, possibly lethal especially when underworld 
dealers are being crossed. There have been a number of 
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brutal deaths in Europe because the victim tried to cheat 
Mafia groups behind much of the so-called red mercury 
traffic there. 


Commodities dealers in Johannesburg and elsewhere in 
South Africa claim to regularly encounter offers to buy 
and sell red mercury from foreign and local traders. At 
the point they become involved, the trade becomes a 
high-stakes gamble. They do not know who or what else 
is at stake should the deal go through. 


Much of the red mercury getting onto the market in the 
West is being traded by the Russian mafia whose signa- 
ture when deals go wrong is the severing of limbs and 
decapitation. On top of this risk, when the real red 
mercury is encountered, traders are then dealing in a 
strategic material that could upset the balance of power 
in various sensitive global arenas, especially the Middle 
East. 


It is against this background that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Charles Landman, who was stationed at the Brixton 
Murder and Robbery squad, and who is now com- 
manding a police task force into suspicious deaths in the 
chemical and armaments industries, accused Mossad of 
murder. 


Investigations in Europe have revealed that Mossad 
agents infiltrated deals in order to sabotage them. At 
least one South African intelligence source believes 
Landman is right to accuse Mossad. Speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, he said Mossad had been involved in 
previous killings related to red mercury [RM] transac- 
tions overseas. 


Several people in a Belgian consortium wanting to buy 
the substance were killed between 1986 and 1989, along 
with a West German scientist who was also involved. 
“There were four Belgians killed out of a group of seven. 


“They were professors, chemical engineers, scientists. I 
think they were all murdered.” He said the killings were 
done by a specialist unit of the Mossad. The four or 
five-man hit team operated across the world, led by a 
colonel. WEEKEND STAR has established that in 1987/ 
88 a man from Sunnyside, Pretoria, was buying RM 
inside South Africa for a Belgian consortium. ‘The 
Belgians were shipping RM to Libya and/or Lebanon 
through a woman intermediary.” Spokesmen at the 
Israeli embassy in Pretoria have vehemently denied that 
Mossad has been involved in killings. Intelligence and 
police sources are amused by the denial and ask the 
obvious: Would you expect anyone involved in a killing 
to admit it? 


If the Mossad did kill [businessman Alan] Kidger 
because of his dealing in red mercury, they clearly 
believed the substance was not only real but too dan- 
gerous to trade. 


WEEKEND STAR and Channel 4 have, over the 
months, seen numerous canisters in various shapes and 
sizes, purported to contain red mercury. They were being 
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peddled by a number of dealers who spoke anonymously. 
Some were scared that what happened to Kidger—whose 
body was also dismembered and smeared with a black 
substance—could happen to them. 


Many canisters were olive-green with what appeared to 
be Russian markings stencilled on the sides. Sources said 
red mercury was coming from Mozambique and Angola, 
significantly countries who have played host to large 
contingents of Soviet military forces. 


We were told the Russians tested new weaponry during 
the Angolan war, including some that use red mercury. It 
is believed to have been invented in Russia in the late 
1960s and developed for use in their nuclear weapons 
programme, among other military applications. 


It is said to be used as a detonator in Russian nuclear 
weapons and as a booster for rocket fuel. Sources also say 
it can be used to stop rockets in mid-flight, greatly 
improving their accuracy. 


One Johannesburg trader identified one of the canisters 
as part of the battery package for a Russian-made 
SAM-17 missile and another, older, container as a sim- 
ilar device for an earlier SAM missile. 


He said: “They are reputed to contain a crude form of 
red mercury. The canisters come from Angola and 
Mozambique but the stuff inside is rubbish. It would 
need refining extensively to be of any real use. The old 
stuff can be recharged, but it costs lots of money. It’s 
cheaper to buy it new. 


“The old containers used to be sought after, but not any 
more. The stuff coming here now is coming via Ger- 
many, where the Stazi (secret police) structures still exist 
and people want to make money. 


There are now many more tests than there were and 
further refinements to the product.“ Fifty grams of RM 
20/20 in its crude form did not work as well as 0.75 g of 
the new material. Red mercury was used as a detonator 
and an explosive. 


The clue to the value of the substance appears to be in its 
designation—RM 20/20, RM 50/50, RM 90/90 and RM 
100/100, to name but a few. Arms dealers say the 50/50 
and 100/100 is the “good stuff’. 


Among the numerous canisters seen by journalists was a 
torpedo- shaped 500 g canister that could fit in the palm 
of a hand. On the side of it was a label which claimed it 
contained red mercury PR 50/50, made in the United 
States. 


People showing journalists the container demonstrated 
that when it was held closely to a watch, the watch 
stopped. It also affected TV reception. 


But when the container was finally opened, out poured 
pure mercury and a large magnet. 
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WEEKEND STAR tracked down a number of dealers 
who agreed to talk only on the basis of strict anonymity. 
One in the Transvaal told WEEKEND STAR he could 
obtain RM 20/20 in quantities of up to 80 kg. He would 
not say where it emanated from, but that some was 
available in the Johannesburg area. 


WEEKEND STAR was offered half a kilogram for 
testing for $500,000, but the dealer insisted trust 
accounts be opened in London and Johannesburg to 
show the bona fides of both parties before any deal could 
be finalised. He said the price was based on the 1993 
base price in Russia of $338 a gram. 


When asked by WEEKEND STAR whether this meant 
that the substance was of Russian origin, the dealer 
declined to answer. Sources said that in the early years— 
the 1980’s—red mercury had been tested at the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research, before all testing 
was transferred to the Atomic Energy Corporation’s 
[AEC] Pelindaba plant. 


The AEC has been visited regularly by a number of RM 
dew\:.s. One source says the AEC was buying it to keep 
RM off the black market. The AEC denies this. 


Another dealer said he had been trading RM for years. 
He had spent four months in Switzerland, particularly 
Geneva, where he had joined what he termed the daisy 
chain, an organisation whose existence has also been 
confirmed by other sources. 


He said this was a network of comniodities brokers who 
used their association to source materials such as RM 
20/20, plutonium and osmium 187. He had handled all 
three on behalf of local clients, he said, as well as RM 
50/50, which he described as more potent than RPM 
20/20. 


He said he knew Russian, Cuban and Iranian military 
personnel had been in the market for various of these 
commodities, including RM. 


He also knew of a deal in which an extreme rightwing 
group in South Africa had purchased RM 20/ 
20—‘‘twenties’—several years ago. The substance had 
been taken to a military base in Pretoria from a base at 
Upington, and then to Pelindaba for testing, he said. 


It had then been taken by the rightwingers to an 
unknown destination. WEEKEND STAR investigators 
have independently established a number of Russian 
scientists are in South Africa working on red mercury for 


rightwing groups. 


The broker said he also knew of a deal two years ago 
which involved Belgian buyers who had later sold to a 
Middle East country, probably Iran. 


He was prepared to make these deals only if his identity 
was kept secret and he did not have to be part of the final 
arrangement. 
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“I m scared and do not want to end up like that chap in 
the boot of his car’ —a reference to Kidger, whose body 
was found in his stolen BMW in Soweto. 


The dealer showed WEEKEND STAR investigators a 
file which contained details of deals he had been 
involved in and a Russian scientific analysis of RM 
20/20 dated August 1993, along with a .tter, also in 
Russian. 


Another source, a pilot who has operated in Africa for 
years, said red mercury had become a joke on the 
continent. He had received many offers of the substance 
from customs officials and knew of what appeared to be 
large caches, particularly in Mozambique where a 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] soldier was 
offering 20 litres of the material for R300,000 [rands]. 


A Johannesburg businessman said he had access to a 
consignment of outdated RM that had been shipped into 
South Africa through Lanseria. 


He was warned to open containers only in a properly 
equipped laboratory, which could create a lower atmo- 
spheric pressure. 


Another Johannesburg commodities dealer who works 
with an ex-KGB operative is believed to be abie to 
supply freshly made RM from Russia. The dealer said 
rightwing elements were buying the material. 


Other sources have talked of people from the Middle 
East flying in to Lanseria to collect consignments of RM 
and their agents. 


They said WEEKEND STAR was at the tip of the 
iceberg. 


For example, in early 1994 an aircraft flying from SA 
[South Africa] went missing en route to Europe, they 
said. They claimed it either went down, or was hijacked 
and said it had carried 100 kg of the refined RM. 


WEEKEND STAR has the name of another man from 
Pretoria who controls a large store of RM, which he 
obtains from ex-Russian sources. 


The source who passed on the information also said 
Kidger was involved in a deal to sell 20 flasks, and one 
had already been passed on to his Arab buyer. There had 
been two other deaths in Maputo which were connected 
to the RM trade, he said. 


Sources have disclosed a number of names of people 
dealing in RM in South Africa and many are now being 
investigated by police. 


However, trading in RM does not necessarily appear to 
be against the law. If the substance concerned is not 
radioactive—and there are variants that are not—they 
can be legally traded. 


An intelligence source said he knew of a wealthy man of 
Russian extraction who had been deeply involved in the 
RM trade in South Africa who had strong connections in 
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the Soviet Union from as early as the 1970s. On his visits 
to the Soviet Union he would often travel at short notice 
and under great secrecy. 


In 1993 he had helped to arrange the immigration to 
South Africa of a number of highly skilled women from 
Russia—scientists and engineers—with military intelli- 
gence. 


One of the women subsequently became romaniically 
linked with an RM broker in South Africa. 


It is understood that she too has become involved in the 
trade. He suggested some of the other Russian women 
would have also brought with them the knowledge and 
skills required to successfully trade in RM. 


As early as 1988 the intelligence source said he was told 
that RM was a nuclear explosive of particular interest in 
Middle Eastern countries. It could give those countries a 
nuclear capability, he said. } was told it was the key 
substance. 


A top bank fraud investigator says he has come across a 
number of fraudulent RM deals, however he had also 
been told the CIA had created a special unit to deal with 
the chemical. 


Meanwhile the police task force has set itself an obtain- 
able initial objective of dealing with the deaths of five 
people. 


They are arms dealer Dirk Stoffberg, his wife Suzanne, 
Alan Kidger, chemical engineer Wynand van Wyk and 
arms dealer Don Lange. 


However, there are already many indications that the 
number of peopie killed because of their involvement in 
RM could be mucii higher. 


There are suspicions among other police officers that up 
to a dozen other people, some of whose deaths were put 
down to heart attacks or suicide, were also victims. 


At the end of the day, solving the riddles behind many of 
the deaths may simply be a question of political 
resolve-——and how deep the police are prepared to dig. 


SADF Front Company Said Linked 


MB2001094195 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 20-26 Jan 95 p3 


[Report by Stefaans Brummer] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Delta G Scientific formerly a 
South African Defence Force [SADF] front company 
and part of Pretoria’s chemical-warfare programme in 
the !980s and early 1990s, has been linked to the myste- 
rious nuclear substance “red mercury”. 


The SABC’s [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
Agenda stumbled on allegations of a large 1992 clandes- 
tine shipment of a mercuric substance to Delta G during 
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research for a programme on murders connected to deals 
in red mercury. The programme was aired last night. 


The Weekly Mail & Guardian disclosed earlier this 
month that Delta G—now a civilian company—had 
been an SADF front, part of a network of companies set 
up to develop chemical and biological warfare capabili- 
ties. 


Delta G was reported to have carried out research to 
create nerve gases that could immobilise enemy forces 
for a number of hours but not kill them, making it 
possible to overrun strategic installations without 
exposing friendly forces to dangerous compounds. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Landman, head of a special 
police team set up to probe a string of murders appar- 
ently connected to red mercury, confirmed he also had 
evidence that Delta G had bought more than two 
[metric] tons of yellow mercuric oxide from controver- 
sial Natal-based mercury recyclers Thor Chemicals in 
September 1991. 


Agenda producer Jacques Pauw said there was evidence 
that yellow mercuric oxide was one of the “building 
blocks” of red mercury, the substance said to make 
nuclear devices smaller and more effective. 


He pointed out that Thor Chemicals executive Alan 
Kidger was murdered two months after the Delta G deal. 
Kidger’s gruesome death—he was found completely dis- 
membered and smeared with a black oily substance—-has 
been linked to the trade in red mercury by police 
investigations. 


Agenda produced strong evidence that at least two other 
murders—those of Durban armaments dealers Don Juan 
Lange in June last year and Dirk Stoffberg in July—were 
connected to the trade in red mercury. Both murders 
were originally thought to have been suicides, but 
murder dockets were later opened. 


Agenda produced documentary evidence of deals in the 
substance. 


NIS Denies Involvement 


MB2001165995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 20 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The just-disbanded National 
Intelligence Service [NIS] has reacted to reference to it in 
today’s WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN and last night’s 
SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
Agenda program. The NIS rejected any implications that 
it was involved in the so-called red mercury issue. It said 
that it had thoroughly investigated red mercury and 
come to the conclusion that there was no such substance. 


On suggestions that documents had been illegally 
removed from the office of SABC Agenda producer 
Jacques Pauw, the NIS said it seldom released details of 
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how it obtained its information. it said evaluation of the 
facts had shown that there was no substance to the 
alleged irregularities. 


AEC Denies Allegations 


MB2101150295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 0600 GMT 21 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Atomic Energy Corpora- 
tion [AEC] says its scientists have never claimed that red 
mercury exists. Responding to radio and television 
reports, an AEC spokesman said the corporation had 
looked into red mercury from an economic viewpoint, 
but when it tested the substance it had been given, it 
found it did not comply with claims made about it. The 
AEC said that at no stage had any developmental work 
been done on red mercury, and that as far as the 
corporation was concerned, the substance did not exist. 


Scientists Call Sales ‘Scam’ 


MB2101150495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1202 
GMT 21 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 21 SAPA— 
Leading South African scientists and explosive experts 
believe that the mystery substance red mercury, subject 
of an international debate regarding alleged arms smug- 
gling, may well be used in the manufacture of nuclear 
bombs. But they say it is not the only chemical available 
for this purpose and is unlikely to be of special help in 
making small sized weapons. 


The head of inorganic chemistry at the University of 
Cape Town Prof Graham Jackson said the topic had 
been discussed widely among local scientists in the past 
year, but that none had been able to attach specia! 
importance to the substance over others available. 
“Many different compounds of mercury are used in 
explosives and particularly detonators because they are 
unstable and respond to impact giving off a lot of oxygen 
to fuel and explosion,” he said. 


Leading physicist Dave Aschman said it seemed that all 
South African explosive experts and nuclear specialists 
agreed that the sale of red mercury, by its formula a 
normal detonator explosive and not necessarily the best, 
was part of an international scam. “None of the people 
involved in physics research can see how it could partic- 
ipate in a nuclear reaction. The normal chemical reac- 
tion forcing nuclear matesial together to form a critical 
mass is the only way it can work,” he said. 


He said South African scientists’ impressions were sim- 
ilar to those of scientists overseas and the South Africans 
had special knowledge in this area of explosives used in 
the extensive local mining industry apart from arms 
manufacture. The scientists agreed that “layman’s 
pseudo-science” was being used to sensationalise alleged 
special properties for the substance. Mercury and anti- 
mony oxides in red mercury were highly unstable as even 
school science pupils knew and there was nothing new 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 19 


abcut the reaction of mercuric oxide to heat or impact. 
They claimed a crude marketing effort for an “ordinary 
substance” seemed to have created a possible arms trade 
which might have led to loss of lives. 


Lebanese Arms Wealer in Armscor Probe ‘Elusive’ 


MB2301155895 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by Helen Grange] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Eli Wazan, the mysterious 
Lebanese arms dealer at the centre of Armscor’s [Arma- 
ments Corporation of South Africa] aborted weapons 
deal being probed by the Cameron Commission, has 
become as frustratingiy clusive as the Scarlet Pimpernel 
of the 18th century. 


After informing the commission through Armscor earlier 
this month that he is prepared to testify in Cyprus on 
Friday [27 January], he has not made contact again and 
has left only a non-functional telephone number. 


The commission has heard that Wazan bought one 
weapons shipment from Armscor marketing official 
Marius Vermaak in October 1993 and another in August 
last year. The August consignment, containing AK-47s 
and G3 rifles, almost ended up in Yemen before being 
turned back to South Africa. 


South Africa is prohibited from selling arms to Yemen. 


According to evidence, Armscor had a longstanding 
business relationship with Wazan, whose principal was 
Prince Anwar Ahl-Shalaam of Jordan. 


At the outset of the commission, launched in October 
following media revelations of the August transaction, 
there were plans to hear Wazan’s evidence in Geneva. 


However, the commission was informed via Armscor 
earlier this month that he was prepared to testify in 
Cyprus for one day only, and on condition that the 
evidence be heard in camera. 


According to a commission source, the last communique 
from Wazan indicated that he would in future commu- 
nicate through his attorneys—after being informed by 
Armscor that it was irregular to conduct any dialogue 
with a potential commission witness. 


But there has been no word yet. 


Unless we hear from him or his lawyers, we can can’t 
make a decision on whether, where or when to hear his 
evidence. We are totaily in his hands, the source said. 


Armscor has claimed to the commission it was duped by 
Wazan into believing the weapons consignment was 
destined for Beirut in Lebanon, and not Yemen. 


The commission continues today to hear the evidence of 
Armscor marketing official Deon Bronkhorst. 
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Winnie Mandela Takes Over Charity Group 


MB2201185595 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 22 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Nicola Koz] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Winnie Mandela has taken over 
the offices of a charitable organisation to set up a power 
base for a faction of the traditional leaders organisation, 
Contralesa [Congress of Traditional Leaders of South 
Africa]. 


And she has installed her friend, convicted illegal dia- 
mond buyer Hazel Crane, in the office with her. 


The Deputy Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and 
Technology, who was elected treasurer of Contralesa last 
month, this week moved into the offices of poverty relief 
organisation the Co-Ordinated Anti-Poverty Programme 


(Capp). 


In 1992 Mrs Mandela was said in recent court papers to 
have used the organisation, of which she is a founder 
member, to charter a jet for a midnight flight to Angola 
on a diamond-buying spree. 


Capp no longer appears to be operating. New phone lines 
have been installed in the office. Capp’s phone lines were 
disconnected some time ago as a bill of R50,000 [rands] 
remains unpaid. 


The secretary who worked for Capp now answers the 
phone on behalf of Contralesa and Contralesa posters 
cover the charity organisation’s signs in the office. 


Mrs Mandela was holding meetings in the large office she 
once occupied as executive director of Capp. 


Earlier this week Contralesa members accused the 
deputy minister of removing furniture and fittings from 
Contralesa’s headquarters in central Johannesburg while 
it was closed over the holiday. 


But Mrs Mandela’s supporters claim the move was 
authorised by Contralesa’s national executive com- 
mittee. 


Mrs Crane, who last year bought a luxury Cape Town 
home for Mrs Mandela to use, refused to discuss the 
takeover of Capp when approached by the SUNDAY 
TIMES at the Braamfontein office on Friday (20 Jan- 
uary], saying Mrs Mandela would only respond to faxed 
questions. 


Mrs Mandela was asked about Capp’s financial situa- 
tion, the status of projects, Contralesa’s takeover of the 
office and whether Capp was still operating. But no reply 
was received at the time of going to press. 


Capp was established in 1992 when Mrs Mandela fell 
foul of the ANC and its Women’s League. 
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Its main aim was to “alleviate abject poverty” and “to 
participate in the process of empowering and developing 
the disadvantaged and displaced communities in soci- 
ety”. 


But the organisation appears to have achieved very little. 


Its involvement in a R55-million housing development 
in Phola Park has been described by people close to the 
project as “hugely problematic”. 


The project, for which Mrs Mandela was originally 
described as a “community facilitator’, has collapsed 
three times. 


According. to its arrangement with the funders and 
developers of the project, Capp stood to gain R300 from 
each stand as a facilitator in implementing the project, 
totalling R 1,296,000. 


But “Capp has not done much work and this amount 
might be renegotiated”, said a source close to the project. 
No money has yet been paid to Capp. 


Sources said Mrs Mandela established a power base in 
the informal settlement and became popular with leaders 
of the community. 


Under Capp’s banner she “promised the world” but 
“had neither the resources, expertise or experience to 
follow through”, said the source. 


Now the project hangs on a knife edge as developers, 
New Housing Company Transvaal, the Independent 
Development Trust and community leaders battle to 
meet deadlines. 


Funding for Capp has come in dribs and drabs and has 
never been accounted for. This week the SUNDAY 
TIMES established that Capp, a registered Section 21 
company, has never been audited. Capp auditors Pema 
Lakha declined to comment on the organisation’s finan- 
cial position saying only that they had been told by Capp 
chief executive officer Vuyisela Mafalala to “keep all 
financial matters strictly confidential”. 


Mr Mafalala was unable to reveal how much money had 
been raised in Capp’s name in the organisation’s three- 
year existence. 


The organisation lists as its guiding principles “‘open- 
ness, honesty and integrity”. 


Members of the organisation's board of directors refused 
to discuss Capp’s role in uplifting the poor. 


Tiego Moseneke, listed on a Capp letterhead as a 
director, said he was not involved with the organisation. 


Thebe Investment Structure, Direction Viewed 


MB2301114395 Johannesburg FINANCE WEEK in 
English 12-18 Jan 95 pp 8-10 


{Report by Charlene Smith; words within slantlines 
printed in boldface] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] From its controversial begin- 
nings, when its funding sources were unclear and its 
policy directions less so, the Thebe Investment Corpo- 
ration has grown remarkably in size and stature. Today 
it’s a conglomerate to be reckoned with, already boasting 
a consolidated annualized turnover in excess of R250m 
[rands], and this is just the start. 


From its own initiatives and for many established insti- 
tutions looking to bring in black partners for help to 
democratise their own businesses, Thebe is an early port 
of call. Opportunity is bursting out all over. 


In only a couple of years Thebe has got into computers, 
merchant banking, financial services, airlines, leisure 
and entertainment. Together with First Corp, Thebe 
acquired 48 percent of Bisho-based Citizen Bank for 
R65m, and 50.01 percent of insurance broker Hubert 
Hosken for R9m. Linking up with some unions and 
black companies, it acquired the R40m Safrican insur- 
ance company from Fedsure. 


This is a far cry from July 1992 when, with R100,000 
seed capital, MD [managing director] Vusi Khanyile 
moved into an empty office with a secretary. Their first 
task was to find furniture and organise telephones. They 
already had plans to launch a regional airline and a 
financial holding company. 


Recalls Khanyile: “We made some investment decisions 
then that we would never make now. When we look for 
a partner, we look for someone who brings either capital 
or technical expertise into the relationship.” Today 
Thebe employs some 900 people in its various subsid- 
iaries—600 of those are new jobs—with a small core staff 
in its tightly-run head office in Rosebank, Johannesburg. 


“Thebe seeks to empower the community,” Khz ayile 
explains, “through profits that go into a trust.” However, 
he adds, for the first five years Thebe will plough growth 
funds into the investment company. In two to three years 
Thebe plans to seek a JSE [Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange] listing; Citizen Bank is already listed and 
Moribo, which is already SA’s third largest cinema chain 
through the corporation’s partnership with Ster- 
Kinekor, could be separately listed sooner. 


To get an idea of what Thebe is, where it’s going and the 
talent which drives it, look at its structure and inten- 
tions: 


—Controlled by the /Batho-Batho Trust/, orginally 
headed by Nelson Mandela who resigned with Tokyo 
Sexwale before the 1994 general election, the trust is a 
shareholder which does not involve itself with routine 
business decisions. Still active in it is former ANC 
deputy president Walter Sisulu. 


The Thebe board at present includes Khanyile, Wits 
[Witwatersrand] law professor Denis Davis, Stan Gold- 
stein of Group Five-controlled S M Goldstein construc- 
tion company, National Sorghum Breweries financial 
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director Israel Skosana, Durban attorney Linda Zama, 
and Gabriel Mokgoko of Nafcoc; 


—General manager of seven-month-old /Msele Finance 
Holdings/ is Lita Nyhonyha, 35, who left a major 
accou itancy firm where he was in line to become the 
first black senior audit manager dealing with corpo- 
rate finance. He in turn recruited Sam Nematsweni, 
32, from Senbank as his senior manager. 


Msele, which means “irrigation furrow”, is central to the 
Thebe operation. As Khanyile puts it: “Our major chal- 
lenge is to position Thebe as a well-run investment 
agency. We aiso face the challenge of being seen for what 
we are, that is a business entity and not close to a 


political party. 


“Black organisaticus, unfortunately, have been per- 
ceived negativeiy, and this perception has in some cases 
become a self fulfilling prophecy. A business needs 
internal and external credibility for it to be in a position 
to meet its objectives. We want Thebe to be taken 
seriously as a corporation so that it can grow into an 
Anglo American or Gencor [General Mining Union 
Corporation].” 


The choices were either to acquire existing companies or 
to start from scatch. After several visits to financial 
capitals around the world, Thebe decided to link up with 
Nedcor and a state-owned German agency to launch 
/Msele Nedventures/, a development capital fund which 
will finance small-to-medium-sized enterprises with 
stakes up to Rim. 


Merchant banking is seen by Khanyile as “a midwife” in 
that it creates markets and identifies opportunities and 
private funding: ““We saw a merchant bank as a critical 
agent for change. We wanted to set up our own, but that 
has been difficult. We want to create a niche as leaders in 
black economic empowerment.” 


Thebe has given itself five years to raise R40m so that it 


- can apply for a banking licence of its own; 


—A /venture capital fund/ has recently been launched 
with commitments of R18m. Msele will provide man- 
agement assistance and other aid to small manufac- 
turers. Again, this scheme has the possibility of 
international involvement; its local partner will be 
Nedenterprise, DEG German Development Agency 
and a French development company. Ever enthusi- 
astic, Nyhonyha promises: “In the next 12 to 18 
months we will be very active.” 


Msele aiso moved into asset management by buying, 
with the Investec banking group and Nactu [National 
Council of Trade Unions], a 26 percent stake in African 
Alliance Investment Management. Each transaction is 
examined on its own merits, usually to include leverage 
buyouts with preference shares; 


— Launched in July 1993 under the umbrella of Sports 
Africa Investments, /Moribo Investments/ has the aim 
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of penetrating the sports, media and entertainment 
industries. It already looks set to assume a com- 
manding presence in the SA leis". industry. 


Moss Mashishi, 30, is Moribo (“rhythm”) chairman. An 
attorney and a keen sportsman, ne has served as general 
secretary of Tennis SA and is on the executive of Nocsa: 


—Subsidiary /Sports For All/ owns the Varsity Sports 
retail store near Pretoria University and is building a 
huge sports goods hyperstore in Woodmead, Sandton, 
to open in April. There are plans for more such stores; 


—Last September Moribo signed a 50 percent - 50 
percent agreement with Ster-Kinekor to form SA’s 
third-largest cinema chain, /SterMoribo/. Its objective 
is penetration of the black townships, which could see 
it become SA’s largest cinema group. It already owns 
26 cinemas in Johannesburg and Soweto, and er vis- 
ages a doubling of this number by year-end. Existing 
cinemas owned by the group have an asset base of 
R5.6m [rands]. Mashishi pinpoints the challenge in 
the fact that “we have to look at a different type of 
movie selection. There will be quite a lot of experi- 
mentation. The audiences in African areas have dif- 
ferent movie-going habits and tastes. We are also 
re-examining the price structures.” 


Various additional possibilities are being explored with 
other leisure companies, adds Mashishi: “We prefer 
joint ventures. We understand the black market base but 
we don’t want to reinvent the wheel, so it is more 
profitable to synchronise strengths.” 


Moribo is also considering the launch of a record pro- 
duction company together with leading SA musicians. In 
this sector there are three dominant corporates, notes 
Mashishi, “but we don’t believe they understand the 
dynamics of the local music industry”; 


—There are advanced discussions to open a black tele- 
vision entertainment channel, /Station for the Nation/ 
, intended to have a high local content and to offer the 
best of Africa’s TV productions; 


—DMashishi is also on the board of /Games Africa/, the 
lottery organisation, in which Thebe has an 18 percent 
stake. Moribo is examining the potential of invest- 
ment in tourism development and the gaming 
industry, but Thebe is moving cautiously in this area. 


“We need to know the sort of legislation that will come 
into effect and the role of provincial authorities,’” Mash- 
ishi notes. Gambling is one of the few activities that the 
cash-strapped provinces can exploit to raise revenue 
independently of the national fiscus; 


—/SA Express/ opened for business just before last 
April's general election. Already the airline conveys 
30,000 passengers a month on its 16 regional routes, 
including Maputo and Namibia. 


The continent is the limit, if indeed there is a limit, 
believes chief executive Bill Deluce. A Canadian, his 
family company effectively owns 24.9 percent of SA 
Express. 
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Flying Dash-8 turboprops—a Canadian aircraft which, 
Deluce says, is efficient for quick turnarounds—the 
airline fills an important slot since SA Airways [SAA] 
reduced its number of flights to smaller destinations. In 
many ways it is what Deluce describes as a “feeder 
system to mother SAA”, which has a 20 percent interest 
in SA Express. Having been approached by eight other 
airlines in southern Africa which want assistance, he 
reckons that “in five years we could see a very extensive 
network in subSaharan Africa”. 


The trairiing of black pilots has become a priority. Under 
cons'dcration is an SAA and SAAF [South African Air 
Force] training programme that will see pilots chan- 
nelled to SA Express’ regional service before they take 
their places on larger SAA aircraft; 


—Founded in 1993 by Thebe, Vela International (owned 
by Gibson Thula) and Persetel, /Bhekisizwe Computer 
Systems/ in Woodmead, Sandton, specialises in the 
sale of product from the Digital Equipment Corpora- 
tion (DEC). It is involved in everything from com- 
puters as an educational tool to electronic tracking 
devices which can improve the efficiency of emer- 
gency-service vehicles, aid in tracking hijacked vehi- 
cles, and monitor the fuel consumption of fleet 
vehicles. 


Durban municipality, for example, is running Bheki 
systems on its 850-bus fleet. A mining group installed 
similar devices in miners’ hard hats to assess work 
attendance. 


Bhekisizwe (“protector of the nation’) started with 
Thula’s Vela holding 20 percent, Thebe 45 percent, 
Personal Holdings (Persetel) 25 percent and a staff trust 
10 percent. Since then Thula has sold his shares; now 
Personal has 49 percent and Thebe 51 percent. 


Mike Bogati, the effervescent Bheki MD, says the group 
is especially interested in developing systems, rather 
than merely selling hardware, for use particularly in 
healthcare, education and training: ““We guarantee an 
uptime of 95 percent, and so far have not had to pay out 
a cent because of a failed guarantee.” 


It has already installed Interlearn Solutions in 200 gov- 
ernment schools and believes that within five years it 
will be a market leader in education and training pro- 
grammes—even though a school with 800 pupils using 
the computers twice a month, as an example, will have to 
fork out R150,000 for an adequate computer network. 


From the early 1960s black South Africans saw military 
solutions in Umkhonto we Sizwe (“spear of the nation”) 
[MK] as their salvation from political and economic 
oppression; three decades later, under the inspiration of 
MK volunteer-in-chief Nelson Mandela, economic 
empowerment as promoted by Thebe (“shield”) has 
become a more effective instrument for empowerment 
where it really matters. 
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So will Thebe really go for the biggest takeover of them 
all, to participate as a purchaser in the unbundling of 
Johannesburg Consolidated Investments in a few 
months’ time? 


There have apparently been talks with JCI parent Anglo 
American, but at this stage Thebe is non-commitial. If 
there has been a cooling of ardour over the values at 
which Anglo is prepared to sell, Thebe might have 
maturec faster than anybody has realised. 


Black Expectations Called ‘Realistic, Limited’ 
MB2001 193595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1851 
GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 20 SAPA— 
Researchers on Friday [20 January] challenged the 
assumption that South African blacks harbour high 
socio-economic expectations, which the government 
cannot possibly satisfy, with mass discontent and serious 
instability the likely result. 


Instead, grassroots blacks have realistic and limited 
expectations and a clear consciousness of the govern- 
ment’s limitations, according to a study commissioned 
by the Johannesburg-based Centre for Policy Studies 
[CPS]. 


The report which was released at a press briefing on 
Friday warns, however, that there are expectations of 
change which the government will have to meet. 


CPS director Steven Friedman said the study was the 
result of a pressing need for research “on the socio- 
economic expectations of the people at the grassroots 
about whom so much was said, but who rarely if ever 
spoke themselves”. 


He warned that if policy-makers continued to listen to 
what was assumed people wanted as expressed by elites, 
instead of views reflected in the study, then “the pessi- 
mistic prophets may yet be proved right—not because 
policy-makers failed to meet the high expectations...but 
because they were so concerned to meet the expectations 
the ‘masses’ were assumed to have that they neglected to 
address those they really do have”. 


The report states although there is disappointment with 
the pace of change since the April elections, this has not 
resulted in widespread discontent with government. 


The findings suggest that grassroots blacks are consider- 
ably more aware of the new government’s limitations, 
more realistic in their expectations, and more patient 
and hopeful about the future, than conventional wisdom 
holds. 


“The people want to make the system work for them, not 
bring it down. They are also more favourably disposed 
towards policies which are incremental, egalitarian and 
involve popular contributions, than is often supposed. 
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“The results reveal a sense of priorities that places the 
concrete and immediate—jobs, houses and water— 
ahead of the symbolic or ideological such as land.” 


The findings also highlight limited awareness of govern- 
ment policy initiatives such as the reconstruction and 
development programme and the housing policy. 


CPS researcher Craig Charney said one of the most 
striking findings was the strength of public sentiment on 
the issue of immigration. 


He said while immigration had not been specifically 
canvassed in the study, “group after group brings it up 
spontaneously”. 


“It is raised with a vigour, insistence, and frequency that 
signals the rise of an important new question on the 
public agenda...” 


He said urban blacks who participated in the research 
project blamed immigrants for a variety of social ills 
afflicting the townships, while concern was also 
expressed that immigrants worsened unemployment. 


The report states further that people who participated in 
the study were willing to confront trade-offs between 
competing policy alternatives. 


They chose those which would share benefits more 
widely even if the amount received was smaller. 


According to the report all participants acknowledged 
the new South Africa had brought changes, but -.iese 
were perceived as mostly political rather than socio- 
economic. 


Cahora Bassa Line Reconstruction Set fur Aprii 


MB1901082395 Johannesburg TiiE STAR in English 
18 Jan 95 p 12 


{Report by Duncan Guy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reconstruction of the 1.440 
km-long transmission line between the Cahora Bassa 
hydro-electric scheme in Mozambique and Gauteng is to 
start in April, says Eskom [Electricity Supply Commis- 
sion] executive director for transmissions Piet Faling. 


“Everything is in place now,” he said referring to the 
success of Mozambique’s first democratic elections, held 
in late October. 


“The invitation to tenders has been made and they will 
be adjudicated next month.” 


The bidding will also include a contract for the clearing 
of landmines laid during the 16-year civil war. “The 
team clearing mines will operate ahead of the one 
repairing the line,” said Faling. 


By 2003, when the R320 million [rands]} project is 
expected to have been completed, South Africa will start 
importing 900 megawatts (MW) of electricity from 
Mozambique. An additional 500 MW of Mozambique’s 
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1,400 MW export quota to South Africa has been ceded 
to Zimbabwe. Moves to build a power line from Cahora 
Bassa to Bindura, north of Harare, have already begun. 


“We have said they could take this quota as South Africa 
currently has some surplus available because of the low 
economic growth we have experienced over the last 
couple of years,” said Faling. At present, 40 MW is 
exported to Zimbabwe via Beitbridge while another line, 
via Botswana, is under construction and should carry 
500 MW when completed at the end of this year. 


Faling said work had been delayed since the Mozam- 
bique elections because the Portuguese government- 
owned company Hidroelectricia de Cahora Bassa 
(HCB), which owns the line, had been struggling to raise 
international finance for the project. 


Loans have been provided by the European Investment 
Bank the European Community Caisse Francais, the 
Portuguese government and a Joint R130 million loan 
underwritten by Eskom and the SA [South African] 
Government. 


Work will start at both ends —Apollo substation near 
Kempton Park and the town of Songo in Mozambique. 
“They will also start from the middle—from one of two 
places in Mozambique still to be confirmed—once the 
tendercrs’ programmes have been studied,” said Faling. 


At the moment, Cahora Bassa’s hydro-electric station 
produces only 20 MW serving an area with an approxi- 
mate radius of only 100 km, including the town of Tete. 


Further possible developments from Cahora Bassa 
include a line to nearby Malawi. 


Mozambique is currently about R50 million in the red to 
Eskom for power received from South Africa. Negotia- 
tions are under way between Eskom and the Maputo 
government to resolve the problem, an Eskom 
spokesman said. 


Referring to the development of other hydro electric 
potential in Africa in which Eskom might become 
involved, Faling added that he would travel to Zaire next 
month. 


Last month Mineral and Energy Minister Pik Botha and 
his Egyptian counterpart, Mohammed Abaza, signed a 
memorandum of understanding aimed at co-operation 
in the generation of electricity, focusing specifically on 
Zaire. 


The Inga rapids, near Kinshasa and only 250 km from 
the Zaire River’s mouth, could generate 100,000 MW— 
more than double the power produced on the entire 
continent. The river’s catchment area is on both sides of 
the Equator, causing it to be fed by two rainy seasons. 


Faling said his trip to Zaire was to “make this (agree- 
ment) more of a reality”. He said Eskom was currently 
involved in a study with the Zaire electricity company, 
Snel and the Zambian electricity supply company, 
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Zesco, directed at refurbishing the existing 1,700 m-long 
direct-current power line from Inga to Lubumbashi in 
southern Zaire. The greatest challenge there will be 
coping in a country saddled with a near-anarchic polit- 
ical situation. 


The line itself runs parallel to the route between the 
capital Kinshasa and Lubumbashi, the second largest 
city, which can take up to three weeks to travel in a 
four-wheel-drive vehicle. 


The trip once took only three days by conventional car. 


Japan Seeks Clarification on RDP Aid Package 


MB2301110995 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Jan 95 p 14 


[Report by Ross Herbert] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Japan, still uncertain how or 
when RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program] 
officials intended to take advantage of the R4.6billion 
[rands] aid package offered last July, sent a diplomatic 
mission Friday to help speed things along. 


However, after meeting with Minister without Portfolio 
Jay Naidoo, Hiroshi Hirabayashi said SA [South Africa] 
still had no definite list of projects to which Japanese aid 
could be applied. 


Hirabayashi, the man who designed the aid package and 
is Director-General of the Economic Co-operation 
Bureau of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, met 
Naidoo and Alfred Nzo, Minister of Foreign Affairs, to 
discuss the package and plans for President Nelson 
Mandela’s June trip to Japan. 


The Japanese visit comes amid increasing frustration 
among donor nations over how to use aid to help Africa’s 
poor without cultivating dependency, corruption and 
government mismanagement. 


In many instances, donors note that they have more 
offers of grants and loans than African economies can 
digest. 


“We don’t like to see political instability, so many tribal 
wars, sO many examples of bad government,” Hiraba- 
yashi said. “There is a widespread perception that 
despite efforts in past years in Africa, there are only 
modest success stories. This has led some donor coun- 
tries to become... tired of foreign assistance. This is not 
Japan’s view.” 


In October, Japanese Ambassador Katsumi Sezaki said 
he had been unable to meet Naidoo for three months and 
was frustrated that there had been no response from SA. 


Hirabayashi said he did not intend to be critical of the 
government and Japan had been waiting patiently to see 
how SA intended to take advantage of its aid offer. 


The package, the most generous Japan has offered to any 
African nation, is twice the size of Kenya’s, which had 
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been the largest recipient of Japanese aid. The package 
includes R1!.7billion in investment and trade guarantees, 
R1.7 billion in 10-year export-import loans, R177 mil- 
lion in direct grants, and R885 million in 4.6 percent, 
25-year loans. All the loans are denominated in yen. 


“The risk of foreign exchange is on the recipient side. 
This is the normal practice. All the recipients of Japanese 
loans in the past have accepted yen-denominated loans,” 
he said. 


So far, Japan has been able to fund about 20 small 
projects, including clinics and schools, totalling R3 mil- 
lion. 


On January 13, it signed a R1.06 billion loan deal with 
Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] to finance elec- 
trification. The embassy has received about 500 requests 
for grants from various non-government organisations. 


“We will have additional meetings in coming weeks if 
this visit is not successful.” Hirabayashi said Japan 
would send a team of development experts a few weeks 
hence and another team late in February to help define 
some projects that could be funded. 


Japan’s preference was to fund five areas: housing, 
electrification, telecommunication medical care and 
educational facilities. Direct grants are generally 
reserved for small-scale projects. 


““We have assurances that Mr Naidoo is working hard to 
prepare a priority list of projects,” he said. “We have 
some sympathy that it could take some time.” 


South African Press Review for 21 Jan 
MB2101180595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BEELD 


CP Decision on Local Elections Welcomed—‘The very 
same reasons which the Conservative Party [CP] gives 
for its about-turn on participation in the municipal 
elections were given by the Freedom Front [FF] last year 
for its own decision to take part in the general election, 
and that is, that participation is the best way to work for 
the ideal of a right-wing homeland,” notes an editorial 
on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 17 
January. “The CP’s decision at the weekend was thus an 
admission that they had erred while the FF had been 
correct when the right-wing split over participation.” 
“Sufficient ordinary CP supporters had apparently real- 
ized that their inflexible leadership had landed the party 
in the political desert by their decision to boycott the 
election. Not only must the CP now work to develop a 
political profile, it must also try to push the FF from the 
right-wing throne. And that will not be an easy task.” 
“But what is important is that the CP has realized that in 
politics peaceful participation is the best approach. And 
that has to be welcomed unconditionally.” 


Clarity Needed on Indemnity Issue—‘‘War, whatever its 
nature or extent, is a messy business,” notes an editorial 
on page 8 of the same paper on 18 January. “It creates 
the conditions for the lowest form of human behavior. It 
is against this background that the granting of indemnity 
and the Truth Commission in South Africa should be 
viewed.” The paper argues that “although the struggle 
against apartheid enjoyed the higher moral ground, 
misdeeds took place on both sides, and innocent people 
were killed on both sides; on both sides people were 
cruelly tortured, whether in detention, whether by the 
necklace method; on both sides racism was involved.” 
“Everything considered, it would appear that the best 
way forward would be the granting indemnity from 
prosecution for politically motivated crimes as freely as 
possible to members of both sides of the struggle. That 
will give South Africans the best chance of discovering 
the truth about that struggle. It is important that people 
be in a position to understand history and learn from it. 
In that way they will be able to avoid another such messy 
war in the future.” 


NP’s Character at Stake—“‘A very real question ought to 
be faced at the National Party [NP] congress when it 
begins at Kempton Park,” notes an editorial on page 12 
of the same paper on 19 January. “The question is about 
the nature of the party, and is actually very simple: 
Should the NP be a party with typically European values, 
character, and culture, or does it want to be a party 
which finally attracts the support of the majority in 
South Africa—Africans? If the former, it should remain 
as it is, dominated by Afrikaner-speaking people with at 
the most an increasing emergence of brown and Indian 
members.” “But should it decide to move towards 
African acceptability, it is in danger of losing its existing 
power base. If the NP can do nothing about replacing its 
present supporters with blacks, it could disappear as a 
national political party. That is a demographic reality, 
and one which no party would like to choose. There are 
many NP leaders and supporters who will deny that this 
is the choice facing the party, and who believe that the 
NP with its existing appearance and character has the 
ability to attract black voters. But if they are realistic, 
they will realize that the NP must do to itself what it has 
done to the country. It must drastically renew and 
reorientate itself.” 


Truth Commission Must Not Be Misused—Another 
editorial on the same page in the same edition of BEELD 
points out: “All the confusion over indemnity raises 
concern over the possible misuse of a truth commission. 
Ordinary people could believe, from the declarations by 
politicians in the past few days on the amnesty which 
was applied for on the quiet and supposedly granted, that 
there is a political game in progress—which could have 
worrying consequences for those not privileged to hold 
political office. How is it possible that Justice Minister 
Dullah Omar was not aware of the applications,” and 
‘‘what would make Mr. Pik Botha pave the way for the 
prosecution of two former colleagues,” and “why is the 
veil only being lifted now? If the aim is not the scoring of 
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political points against opponents, then the general 
public has the right to know the real reason behind it. 
The decision by the cabinet yesterday that the 3,500 
policemen will have to reapply for indemnity—while 
nothing is said about the applications by members of the 
ANC alliance—is not very reassuring. As long as satis- 
factory answers are not provided. the fears will continue 
that the proposed truth commission will be tempted to 
seek revenge rather than reconciliation.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Indemnity Issue ‘Fiasco-—The indemnity issue has 
turned into a “fiasco,” according to Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English in its 19 January editorial on page 
6. After reviewing the twists and turns of the indemnity 
controversy, the editorial concludes: “It was a total 
muck-up from the Nationalist (previous government) 
side and will have vast repercussions, not least of which 
will be the feelings of 3,500 policemen and two former 
Ministers that they have been let down. We don’t blame 
them for that feeling. As far as we are concerned, the 
whole sorry affair shows the essential weakness of the NP 
[National Party] in the government of national unity.” 


WEEKEND STAR 


Value of GNU Seen in Crisis—The indemnity crisis 
shows that the government of national unity, GNU, “‘is a 
thing we want, a thing to be taken as a given factor at 
least for its originally intended life, and not a thing to be 
sacrificed on the altar of transient squabbles, no matter 
how much anger these may generate during their 
moment of heat,” says the page 10 editorial in the 21-22 
January edition of Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English. Noting the stock market plunge over rumors of 
F.W. de Klerk’s resignation, the editorial says: “‘For right 
or wrong, the money world believes that its interests are 
served by the former regime staying in partnership with 
the new, and for right or wrong, what the money world 
believes is crucial to our welfare.” “It is simply unthink- 
able that the GNU should die before its allocated time, 
and we the public should make the politicians know 
that,” the editorial adds. “It’s non- negotiable, regardless 
of how much irritation it inflicts upon the bedfellows.” 


South African Press Review for 22 Jan 
MB2201 153695 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


The ANC’s increasingly strong grasp on the instruments 
of government is the background of Deputy President 
F.W. de Klerk’s threat last week to leave the government 
of national unity, says Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English in its 22 January editorial on page 16. “Like 
an Eskimo on an ice floe, he occupies a precarious and 
diminishing position. The old Nationalist reliance on 
fine print and bureaucratic procedures depended for 
success on the possession of power. Now power resides 
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in President Mandela’s hands, and the fine print, the 
bureaucratic procedures, work in his favour. Mr de Klerk 
has influence, not power,” the editorial says. De Kierk’s 
withdrawal from the government would spark concern in 
financial circles, but that concern is lessening as the 
country’s new financial managers “‘gradually establish 
their own credibility.” The resulting crisis if de Klerk 
withdrew would not benefit his party, according to the 
editorial. “The truth is that the NP [National Party] can 
prosper, in the cabinet or in the wider field of policy, 
only in the context of a wider prosperity. The greater its 
contribution to the common weal, the greater will be its 
influence on matters of special concern to Afrikaners or 
whites.” 


South African Press Review for 23 Jan 
MB2301124095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Should U.S. Cut Aid to SA?—“Think again” says Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 23 January in a page 
10 editorial to the “slash-and-burn Republicans bent on 
squeezing the aid budget.” ‘“‘In the past, Democrat and 
Republican alike (remember Chester Crocker) urged the 
remaking of South Africa [SA]. Now that we are 
embarking on reconstruction, America should not forget 
its urgings—and our needs.” THE STAR believes the 
“crisis” in U.S. domestic politics “is not the result of aid 
spending. The world’s leading nation cannot be that 
parochial.” “Washington opinion is that in an even 
greater scramble for a slice of the pie, SA will at least be 
at the head of the queue. But even if we do better than 
most thanks to our ongoing status as a beacon on a dark 
continent, we will not be a beacon for long if the 
continent around us darkens further still.” 


SOWETAN 


Criticism of De Klerk’s ‘Tantrums’—Referring to the 
exchange of words between Deputy President de Klerk 
and President Nelson Mandela over the issue of indem- 
nity for 3,500 policemen, Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 23 January in a page 10 editorial says: ‘““We 
have no idea and in fact shudder to think how long 
President Nelson Mandela is expected to survive the 
ordeal of having to pull the country back from the 
precipice of disaster. And, even more frightening, what 
happens when he is no longer there to do the mopping up 
caused by bungling political leaders who are going on like 
petulant schoolgirls. Mr F W de Klerk is not a frivolous 
man, but he is led by the acrimonious ways of his party 
to act in Third World-style political ways. It is only in 
such undeveloped countries that leaders threaten civil 
war, that they sulk and secede, that they act unilaterally 
to take their countries into dictatorships or ruination.” 
“We do not think we care to abide the tantrums of 
politicians who destroy public and business confidence 
through their miscalculations any longer.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


NP Role in Unity Government—The latter half of last 
week “saw market jitters, public panic and intense NP 
[National Party] conference discussion when it seemed, 
apparently, that the NP may withdraw from the govern- 
ment of national unity,” notes a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 Jan- 
uary. However, the market reaction showed that though 
a break-up of the national unity government “‘would 
cause a few more ripples than President Neison Mandela 
suggests, 11 would not come close to causing the devas- 
tating tidal wave that some seem to fear.” BLISINESS 
DAY further points out that the NP “has hardly played 
a critical role in government.” Not a single key economic 
portfolio has a NP incumbent. The same applies to the 
security posts. “Further, the NP has been unimaginative, 
or silent and ignorant, in important areas where the 
majority party has been shaky and a coalition partner (or 
a Parliamentary opposition) would be expected to make 
its mark.” The NP “has had nothing noteworthy to say 
on Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma’s national health 
insurance plan.’ The NP’s contribution to the education 
debate has been “limited to trying to protect the Model 
C turf of its white constituency. And it has merely tried 
to score party political points on, say, the fiasco sur- 
rounding the SANDF [South African National Defense 
Force] integration.” “While a unity government may, for 
now, offer psychological comfort to some, real power 
sharing is, mostly, happening where it matters. In the 
greater scheme of things, that is more important than the 
future of Cabinet power sharing.” Business and labor 
“have had, and will continue to have, a fair say over 
fiscal policy, labour law, trade policy, privatisation and 
the like.” 


South African Press Review for 24 Jan 
MB2401113195 
[FBIS Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Malan Indemnity—Former Defense Minister Magnus 
Malan, having himself applied for indemnity, “now 
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blandly states that none of the soldiers who served in the 
defense force when he was military supremo needs to 
apply,” notes Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 24 
January in a page 16 editorial. Having “carefully covered 
his rear” tells soldiers “they need not worry about their 
exposed flanks.” His actions smacks of “one dispensa- 
tion for the general and another for the men who served 
under him.” “‘Malan’s attempt to explain his application 
as a manoeuvre to test the process of equal justice, and to 
give the new government a chance to make a fresh start, 
has all the markings of a rationalisation constructed after 
the event.” 


SOWETAN 


De Klerk Walk-Out ‘Blackmail’ —Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 24 January in a page 10 
editorial notes with “‘a sense of relief’ the confidence 
expressed in Deputy President F.W. de Klerk by his 
party after their latest conference. ‘““The National Party 
expressed confidence in De Klerk although he did not 
come off too well from his spat with President Mandela. 
In fact this is the second time that President Mandela has 
come out looking the better of the two after a political 
scrap.” SOWETAN hopes this is the “last time’ De 
Klerk and other political leaders ‘“‘use the blackmail of a 
walk-out from the Government of National Unity to get 
their way.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Praise for Extended Terms of Reference for Health 
Committee—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 24 January in a page 14 editorial applauds Health 
Minister Nkosazana Zuma’s decision to “extend the 
terms of reference of the proposed committee of inquiry 
into the provision of primary health care.” The strong 
emphasis in Zuma’s announcement on widespread con- 
sultation with interested parties by the committee, Zuma 
herself, and provincial health ministers “is appropriate 
and critical’? because new policies will “work much 
better if they are accepted by interest groups affected by 
them, and the broader population.” 
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Angola 


President Santos Addresses Diplomatic Corps 


MB2101154095 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Jan 95 


[Speech by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos at a year 
end function for the diplomatic corps in Luanda on 20 
January—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Despite the countless vicissi- 
tudes and uncertainties that afflicted the lives of our 
people, the year that has just ended was, however, 
marked by a new ray of hope felt, albeit faintly, in the 
hearts of Angolans, who—now more than ever before— 
expect more understanding and greater commitment on 
the part of the international community to assisting 
them in upholding the peace recently regained at great 
cost. In mentioning the international community’s 
importance in resolving Angola’s domestic dispute, we 
do not merely wish to mention the positive role the 
United Nations has played both as a mediator and in the 
implementation of the accords that were signed. We also 
wish to take into consideration the positive posture that 
is necessary and indispensable so no negative outside 
influence can jeopardize the important gain that Ango- 
lans have secured with the Lusaka Protocol’s signing. 


We live in an increasingly interdependent world. As 
states cannot ignore the serious problems afflicting man- 
kind as a whole, we also think it would not make sense 
for them to ignore the (?dangers) that only afflict one 
country or a restricted number of countries without 
risking the emergence of situations that endanger peace 
and international security, particularly when such prob- 
lems, in view of their seriousness, may have implications 
across their borders. 


With the end of the Cold War and the polarization of the 
world into military blocs, we think favorable conditions 
have been created for a better democratization of inter- 
national relations in which the mechanisms at the world 
community’s disposal may really serve to reduce the 
intensity and effects of disputes to the bare minimum, 
thereby opening the doors for a frank and constructive 
dialogue, which is the best way of resolving them. 


So we believe that in addition to the sides directly 
involved, the international community shares a respon- 
sibility in resolving disputes that unfortunately affect a 
considerable number of countries and whose conse- 
quences reverberate throughout the world, thus wid- 
ening the gap between rich and poor countries even 
further. Increased inequalities have indeed reached dis- 
ruptive proportions and imbalances in mankind’s devel- 
opment to the extent that they have created difficulties 
in the search for effective solutions to major problems, 
and represent a source of other problems. 


It is not without apprehension that we witness the 
emergence and intensification of phenomena like sepa- 
ratism, narrow-minded nationalism, tribalism, religious 
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fundamentalism, racism, international drug trafficking, 
organized crime, terrorism, and others, which—in view 
of their full-fledged political, social, and economic con- 
sequences—are likely to pose a serious threat to peace 
and world security. The struggle against those evils 
demands the participation of all nations. Like I have 
said, to fulfill this goal such nations need to have 
minimal conditions of peace and stability and adequate 
means. 


Cooperation among nations becomes, therefore, the best 
way of coping with all those problems. But one should 
not disregard issues like famine, illiteracy, misery, socio- 
economic backwardness, and foreign debt afflicting 
many developing countries, notably the majority of 
African nations, which see their development being put 
at stake for those reasons. 


Angola is aware of the efforts it will have to make to 
overcome the difficulties inherent to the postwar situa- 
tion in order to meet the challenges posed by economic 
growth and the resolution of the serious social problems 
it is facing. With that goal in mind, I would like to count 
on the international community’s support in general, 
and in particular the economic partners that are really 
interested in mutually advantageous cooperation. 


For that reason, the Angolan Government will do its best 
to strengthen peace. In this context, the government will 
continue to make initiatives to dissipate the existing 
mistrust so the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] can integrate into national life 
without constraints and feel it is an important factor in 
the consolidation and development of democracy in 
Angola. We would like this effort to be understood and 
backed by UNITA itself and the internationa! commu- 
nity as a whole. 


Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 1994 was 
marked in southern Africa by two events that augur a 
new era of development and harmony. The electoral 
processes that took place in South Africa and Mozam- 
bique proved that democracy is possible and easy to 
install in our countries when there is good faith and a 
true sense of national responsibility on the part of all 
participants. 


In this specific case, not even the ethnic and regional 
issues that some wanted to manipulate could prevent the 
clear-cut victories attained by the ANC and Frelimo 
[Mozambique Liberation Front] as well as their respec- 
tive presidents. This shows that countries in the region 
can be regarded as a positive model, even for other 
countries and world regions faced with similar problems. 
In this context, the Rwandan tragedy could be seen as an 
isolated case where foreign interference outweighs the 
ethnic factor. We still believe that all disputes, regardless 
of their nature and scope, can be overcome and resolved 
through frank and realistic dialogue and democratic 
solutions in which the people have a final say. 


Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, we are aware 
that your excellencies have been discharging your duties 
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in Angola with constraints stemming from the difficult 
situation the country is facing. We are, however, hopeful 
that in view of the prospects for a new era of peace, 
harmony, and reconciliation among Angolans, it will be 
easier for the Angolan Government to pay the deserved 
attention to the general improvement of working condi- 
tions. There are issues, like the facilities that ought to be 
accorded to you and the upholding of principles to which 
you are entitied, that might not have been taken into 
consideration. I think, however, that the relevant author- 
ities will make efforts to correct the situation. In this 
chapter, Angola's Foreign Ministry, and through it the 
relevant state agencies, will have to improve its perfor- 
mance so it complies with your status. 


I thank you all for being here and for the wishes you have 
kindly conveyed through me to the Angolan people and 
my family. I wish your excellencies and your families a 
very happy and prosperous new year. Thank you very 
much. [applause] | now make a toast to your health and 
that 1995 may be a better year. 


MPLA Measures To Strengthen Government Role 


MB2101153295 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Jan 95 


[Communique issued by the Political Bureau of the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, MPLA, 
in Luanda on 20 January] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The socioeconomic crisis that 
prevailed in 1994 has been worrying various sectors of 
Angolan society, particularly MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] militants. The crisis’ 
immediate causes include the devastating war that lasted 
until the end of the year as well as a specific organiza- 
tional and discipline weaknesses within the government. 
The high cost of living, corruption, and the increased 
crime rate are some of the citizens’ worries. Under the 
circumstances, and in view of its responsibilities stem- 
ming from the trust shown by the people at the ballot 
box, the MPLA Political Bureau held a special session on 
20 January, having decided: 


1. To strengthen government’s activities and the 
MPLA’s political and party role with a view to mobi- 
lizing society for the challenges posed by the present 
situation. 


2. To work to strengthen efforts made by sovereign 
Organizations with a view to fulfilling the Lusaka Pro- 
tocol and national reconciliation, while guaranteeing 
sovereignty, territorial integrity. and strict adherence to 
the existing order. 


3. To strengthen the state’s authority, particularly the 
principal sovereign bodies. 


4. To recommend to the government the adoption of 
managerial methods to guarantee the allocation of the 
meager resources to priority tasks, thereby uplifting the 
people’s standard of living. 
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5. To continue the economic reforms through realistic 
measures by creating more active tools to handle the 
crisis. 

6. To adjust the composition of government whenever 
necessary. 


7. To adopt combat measures against corruption and to 
implement clear-cut mechanisms to manage public 
affairs. 


The Political Bureau urges MPLA’s militants, sympa- 
thizers, friends, and the people in general to maintain 
their traditional high level of civic order, hoping that 
with the selfless work carried out by every Angolan we 
will build from the ashes a prosperous and developed 
country in which social justice and welfare form the basis 
of the MPLA program of action. 


First UN Observers Arrive in Kuito 


MB2101163595 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 20 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The first UN Angola Verification 
Mission observers arrived in the city of Kuito on 20 
January. Eight other UN observers are scheduled to 
arrive in the city next week. 


Manritius 


poeeeens Indian Ocean Economic Meeting 
Preview 


BK2001013695 Delhi THE HINDUSTAN TIMES in 
English 12 Jan 95 p 22 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] New Delhi, Jan. 1 1—Mauritius 
is taking the initiative to bring together Indian Ocean 
rim countries to promote trade, industrial and economic 
cooperation. 


A meeting of officials of the core group of countries— 
South Africa, Australia, India, Singapore, Kenya and 
Oman, besides Mauritius—will be held in Port Louis 
from March 29 to 31 to discuss issues relevent to 
cooperation 1mong such a large group of countries, Mr 
Rabindrana.h Ghurburrun, Vice-President of Mauritius 
told reporters here today. 


Though there has been much talk of organising the 
Indian Ocean rim countries in an economic grouping on 
the lines of ASEAN and APEC [Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation] it is for the first time that a positive move 
is being made by one of the countries. Represented at the 
core group meeting will be officials of the respective 
Governments, as well as representatives of the private 
sector and NGOs [nongovernmental organizations], Mr 
Ghurburrun said. 


The issues for discussions include information exchange, 
harmonisation of standards and customs procedures, 
trade and investment promotion in a market of over 1.5 
billion people. The recommendations of the group will 
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be circulated among the rim countries in order to ascer- 
tain their views. After agreements on various issues are 
reached through discussions, the possibility of organising 
a summit level meeting of the Indian Ocean rim coun- 
tries will be considered to launch cooperation on a 
formal basis. 


Though a beginning is being made with a small group of 
countries, Mr Ghurburrun is hopeful of the majority of 
the rim countries joining the grouping which will discuss 
basically economic issues. The participating countries 
could be members of more than one such regional 
grouping since the object was economic cooperation and 
trade promotion. 


He said he had discussed the idea with Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Ro, Vice-President Narayanan and 
others during his stay in the Capital and had found them 
receptive. He was hopeful that the proposal to organise 
another economic grouping would take off soon. 


He expressed satisfaction over the progress of Indo- 
Mauritius relations. He was interested in tourism pro- 
motion and extension of Air Mauritius flights to Delhi. 
He had discussed the suggestion with the Minister of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation who welcomed the idea of 
more Indian tourists visiting Mauritius and vice versa. 


Satisfactory progress was being made in setting up an 
earth station in Mauritius to receive and analyse the data 
from the Indian Remote Sensing Satellite. Such informa- 
tion would be useful for a country which depended a 
great deal on agriculture and fisheries. Some personnel 
from Mauritius were now receiving training at ISRO 
[Indian Space Research Organization] establishments in 
India. 


Mauritius is also trying to promote the use of Hindi in 
the Republic. A Hindi Speaking Union has been set up, 
to which the Indian Government has donated Rs 
[rupees] 10 lakh [one million rupees]. A private organi- 
sation had offered scholarships for graduate level studies 
in Hindi for students from Mauritius. 


Mozambique 


Dhiakama Decision To Leave Maputo Analyzed 


MB2301121595 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
12 Jan 95 p 2 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] There is 
nothing in the Constitution that says the leader of a 
- political party should be based in the capital. Only what 
the law says is valid, even if no care was taken to draft it 
in such a way as to avoid undesirable situations. Under 
the circumstances, it is perfectly acceptable for a party to 
be led from any part of the country. 


Afonso Dhlakama admitted that he does not feel at ease 
in Maputo and that it was easier for him to coordinate 
his affairs in Maringue. He did not say that it was easier 
to lead an army than a party, however, considering that 
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military discipline is basically different from the demo- 
cratic discipline required to control party activities. 
[passage omitted] 


We would like to point out that we do not believe 
Dhlakama will leave for central Mozambique with the 
bush and machine-gun trump cards up his sleeve. All of 
his past statements have rejected that possibility, and 
there is no reason not to believe in him now. 


Yet, we feel that Afonso Dhlakama’s departure to the 
central region—where he has a large number of sup- 
porters, which is not the case in the south—could pose 
various dangers to national unity and to Dhlakama 
himself. 


The Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] leader 
has made various political mistakes, the biggest of which 
supporting Renamo’s decision to leave parliament 
because his party wanted to elect [Assembly Chairman] 
Eduardo Mulembwe by secret ballot. The purpose of this 
analysis is not to determine the most democratic method 
of voting—a secret or an open ballot. Within the context 
of established democratic rules, however, Dhlakama had 
no option but to accept Mulembwe’s election by open 
ballot. Dhlakama’s deputies adopted the quixotic atti- 
tude of stamping their feet on the floor and ended up 
hurting themselves. Renamo was no longer under the 
General Peace Accord umbrella being held by the inter- 
national community, and let Frelimo [Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front] take control of the situation. Renamo had 
no alternative but to announce that it would return to the 
parliament. 


Until very recently, Dhlakama was well looked after, 
especially by the international community, which, like 
all Mozambicans, was eager to ensure that the experi- 
enced guerrilla would not consider taking up arms again 
and return to the bush. [passage omitted] 


Dhlakama faces another danger. Whether he likes it or 
not, right now his power stems only from the will of the 
people and the political force with which he interprets 
that will—so much so, that he has to lend a personal 
touch to his political role. If he does not do that, if he 
resorts to silence, he risks being forgotten by those who 
voted for him and chose him as their spokesman. To be 
a spokesman, however, demands close and continuing 
contact with decisionmaking bodies. 


Dhlakama might prefer to play the role of agitator of 
masses and expose the government's shortcomings. The 
problem ‘s that he has to prove to the masses that his role 
is helping to change the situation. 


Another danger that we believe Dhlakama is facing the 
fact that Renamo has to send to Maputo its best cadres to 
the Assembly, to serve behind the scenes and on com- 
mittees and efficiently assess government's policies. 


The Renamo leader thus risks distancing himself from 
his best cadres, who, as time goes by, may start thinking 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-015 
24 January 1995 


in terms of splitting the party. A party is a machine 
formed by people who are not saints; each one of them 
with ambitions and sins. 


The experiences of other countries tells us that it is 
preferable for political leaders to be based in the political 
capital. Mozambique is no exception. 


Moreover, in an incipient democracy like ours, having 
two leaders—one in the north and another in the south— 
could easily disrupt national unity, which has not yet 
been cemented. No one wants such a disruption. 


Renamo Members in Sofala Said Discontent 


MB2301111095 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Jan 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] “Afonso Dhlakama has aban- 
doned us,” say Renamo [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] cadres interviewed in former Renamo-controlled 
areas in Sofala Province. The cadres live in Cheringoma, 
Maringue, and Muanza. NOTICIAS was there, and at 
the end of a lengthy investigation concluded that 
Renamo cadres in Sofala are unhappy with their leaders 
and have accused Afonso Dhlakama of sidelining them. 


Ezequiel Braunde, journalist, announcer, and chief tech- 
nician of Renamo’s radio station in Maringue, and 
Virgilio Namalo, “‘national director of information” who 
took part in the Rome peace talks and has been with 
Renamo for 14 years, stressed that the situation has 
reached unacceptable and inhuman proportions. 


They say it is unacceptable that the Renamo leadership 
has demobilized civilians, to the detriment of true guer- 
rilla fighters who today roam the streets, facing an 
uncertain future, with no means of survival. They cited 
the example of what happened in Beira, where “civilians, 
including young girls and servants working for local 
Renamo officials, were demobilized.” Braunde added 
that there are still guerrillas in Maringue, Cheringoma, 
Muanza, and other parts of the country who have not 
been demobilized. They live a miserable life and are not 
entitled to demobilization allowances. 


Braunde and Namalo noted that, during the Rome talks, 
Renamo enticed hundreds of young students, promising 
them scholarships to study abroad, comfort, money, and 
an easy social and professional integration into society. 


“Many of them were students in Form 4 and higher 
grades, and today they have no chance of being inte- 
grated. Like us, they have been betrayed. They have 
missed their chance at government jobs and now have no 
chance of getting one in the bush.” They added: “Presi- 
dent Dhlakama promised that he would resolve the 
problems of all cadres and that cadres and people sent to 
Maringue had to wait. We have waited here, but we are 
very upset.” 


We saw a group of students in Inhaminga. They were 
wearing clean clothes, and some of them were wearing 
red berets. They were openly hostile to any Renamo 
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political activity in the town. None of them bothered to 
attend a rally led by Francisco Caetano Bero, a Renamo 
member of parliament for the Cheringoma constituency, 
in Inhaminga on 13 January. [passage omitted] 


The two Renamo members said that, if the situation 
could reach dangerous proportions if it continues, espe- 
cially among the demobilized troops, some of them high 
ranking officers, who have been demanding their rights, 
including remunerated jobs. The allowances they receive 
are very little compared with the high cost of living and 
will be discontinued shortly. To make things worse, food 
allowances have been canceled, and most people live off 
schemes. 


Raul Domingos, head of Renamo’s Political Depart- 
ment, told NOTICIAS that the problems raised by 
Ezequiel Braunde and Virgilio Namalo only reflect their 
personal ambition and “nothing else.”” He added: “This 
behavior reflects the dream of a warrior who fought for 
many years, and, once the struggle is over, wants to live 
in a city and drive a Mercedes. That is the dream of all 
guerrilla fighters who fought a liberation struggle, but 
deep in their hearts did not have a strong will to free the 
people.” [passage omitted] 


Domingos described as an “invention” the claim that 
Renamo members in the cities are being paid. He added: 
“I am here and do not receive any pay. Of course, I have 
an allowance for expenses, just like they have food 
allowances. It is a lie to say that their allowances have 
been cut.” 


Military Court Chief on Military Justice 


MB2301155595 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
13 Jan 95 p 2, 3 


[Interview with Major General Andre Justino N’repo by 
Lourenco Jossias; place and date not given] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] His name is Andre Justino 
N’repo. The public does not know him particularly well, 
as is usually the case with worthy generals. N’repo was 
born in Cabo Delgado Province’s Montepuez District. 


He studied at Marire seminary and completed his sec- 
ondary schooling in the then-Gago Coutinho Secondary 
School in Nampula. 


He was a teacher with the Lichinga Industrial and 
Commercial School in Niassa Province between 1975 
and 1980. 


Maj. Gen. Andre N’repo studied law at Eduardo Mond- 
lane University in Maputo between 1981 and 1985. He 
joined the national Defense Ministry in 1985. 


In 1990, he was promoted to major in the Mozambique 
Armed Forces [FAM], working as director of the 
national Defense Ministry’s Legal Affairs Department. 
Maj. Gen. N’repo continued in those duties until the 
signing of the General Peace Accord in 1992. 
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N’repo followed the entire negotiation process in Rome 
as adviser to the government team in the Supervision 
and Control Commission. He was promoted to general 
in the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces [FADM] in 
1994, the year of his appointment as — Military 
Court chief justice. 


[Jossias] Your name has been surrounded by some 
controversy over the last few weeks because of the new 
military justice system. What is really happening in that 
field? 


[N’repo] Well, first of all I would like to explain the 
following: It is a pity that the name of a person should 
have been linked to the problem and that there is the 
tendency now to blame Gen. N’repo. There are people 
who approach the issue in that manner. 


However, what is happening is the following: In the wake 
of a Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
demand and as part of the General Peace Accord’s 
implementation, the Joint Commission for the Forma- 
tion of the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces 
{[CCFADM}—including teams from the government, 
Renamo, observer countries, and the United Naticns— 
in June 1994 started discussing the issue of whether 
military courts should be scrapped in this country. 


Those discussions went on for a while until we got to the 
point when we managed to convince the other side that 
military courts should continue to exist. A demand was 
made then that the organization should change because 
the FADM forces’ military organization is regional, so 
the courts should also be regional so they will not be like 
the revolutionary military courts. 


When we got to that stage, we thought of the person who 
should organize those courts. A number of command- 
ers—I was included in that lot—were appointed and on 
14 June I was appointed chief justice of the Supreme 
Military Court that was to be created. The problem was, 
there was no legal organization yet and there was no 
document to define what that was and what was its 
foundation. It was then that the Portuguese advisers 
drew up a document on legal organization within the 
military, submitted it to the CCFADM for approval, and 
I was called on a number of occasions to give technical 
advice. I gave that advice, and the document on legal 
organization as well as another on the military courts 
were approved on 17 August 1994. 


Even though it had been approved, I said even then that 
there was the need to present it to the Assembly of the 
Republic for discussion because I could not see how it 
could be adjudged except in terms of the law. Everyone 
in the CCFADM, even the other two teams, understood 
this quite clearly. I noted then that it was possible to do 
some work, but judgments would not be possible because 
a law would be required. 


There was one problem, though: The Assembly was in 
session and its mandate was about to expire when those 
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documents were approved, so there was not enough time 
to present them. Then the new dea came out that it 
ought to be done when the new Assembly was at work. 


[passage omitted] 


We waited for the new government to be sworn in and it 
happened only recently. In fact, some of the new minis- 
ters still are being sworn in. We waited for the new 
Parliament to be sworn in. To my surprise, a news item 
comes out on NOTICIAS on 20 December saying that 
military courts are unconstitutional. 


I thought about that and I do not know whether they are. 
All I know is that the law has neither been presented to 
the Assembly nor approved. It would have been neces- 
sary for the relevant documents to have been presented 
to the government and then for the government to 
present them to Parliament. I wrote a letter to the Justice 
Ministry because I did not want to use the newspaper to 
answer. [passage omitted] 


As soon as the new defense minister was sworn in, I 
approached and briefed him on the problem. 


As far as I know, the defense minister is now dealing with 
the matter at the level of the appropriate institutions, 
and he told me he would get the matter to go forward. 
Now it is up to the Council of Ministers or the Assembly 
to decide whether or not the newly proposed system will 
be endorsed. 


[Jossias} Your explanation appears to indicate that nei- 
ther you nor the FADM Military Command would have 
“vy hesitation bringing the matter before the Assembly... 


[N’repo] There is no reluctance whatever. The problem 
is as follows: We are working on a process we inherited 
from the General Peace Accord, which must now be 
dealt with by the appropriate institutions. Whatever else 
is said is pure speculation, pure lies, and pure disinfor- 
mation. 


The latest news report on the matter by NOTICIAS says 
the following: ‘‘[Prime Minister] Mocumbi and 
[National Elections Commission Chairman] Mazula do 
not manage to convince Gen. N’repo.” That is a lie 
through and through. First of all, it was not even neces- 
sary for Mazula to call me. I went to him. Second, he did 
not say anything in connection with stopping this. There 
is nothing to discuss there. There is no dispute. I am a 
general, they are my superiors, and all they have to say is: 
Stop this. This is a state; there is no need to come and 
talk to me. No prime minister needs to convince me. I 
asked the minister if there were any problems and he 
said no. For a start, the minister did not discuss the 
matter with the prime minister, the prime minister did 
not air the matter with the minister, and I was not even 
called, but some people promptly wove fanciful stories 
whose motivations and sources I cannot quite grasp. 


[Jossias] But are the military courts working at this 
stage? 
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[N’repo] The courts are not working. Work is being 
done. We are doing organizational work. We are picking 
people, placing them, and we are telling them what work 
they will be doing. A court’s duty is to discharge its legal 
duties—in other words, it must try cases and issue 
sentences. Up to now, no one has been detained or tried 
so no one needs to be saying anything is unconstitutional 


yet. [passage omitted] 


[Jossias}] And how did the military courts’ creation come 
about? 


{[N’repo] That was done through the CCFADM, fol- 
lowing an understanding between the government and 
Renamo teams to that commission. They discussed a 
number of issues and came to an understanding. They 
wanted a new legal organization, and it is that organiza- 
tion that says there are military courts: There is the 
Supreme Military Court; regional courts in the Northern, 
Central, and Southern Regions; attorney general’s offices 
also in the Northern, Central, and Southern Regions; 
there is the Criminal Investigation Police; and there is 
the Legal Military Police in all provinces. That is because 
it is understood that if a crime occurs in Inhambane or 
Xai Xai, then the relevant legal work must be done there. 
No policeman will be traveling from here. 


[Jossias] Thus, you have done no more than to comply 
with the mandate given you by CCFADM... 


[N’repo] Precisely, but that is not all. We never did 
anything other than organize the work so it could be 
done at a later stage, when the law had been approved. 
However, there is one problem [words indistinct] law. As 
soon as it has been approved—if it is approved (if it is 
not, surely the Assembly will have to say something on 
the matter)—we will have to come up with a new 
organization that meets the new legal requirements 
[words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 


Concerning the Legal Police, the only thing I said was: 
Do not embarrass the justice system, do not detain 
anybody, or we still might land in hot water in terms of 
preventive imprisonment deadlines, the legalization of 
jails, and so forth. I cannot issue any dispatches yet 
because there is no law I can cite yet. We can only 
organize a process when there is a special and specific 
case, so we do not lose sight of it. 


I also told police that because there has been a lot of 
stealing here—officers left the buildings and took many 
things with them—police must recover those things and 
indicate who was in possession of those items. I told 
police not to detain or treat anybody poorly, instead I 
told them just to say: “This belongs to the state; just give 
it back!” Police started doing that work and it would 
seem that that work also has been the cause of some 
controversy. Newspapers often refer to “the controver- 
sial Legal Military Police” in their reports. 


Whoever removed state property must be found out 
because those goods belong to the state, and people must 
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be made aware of the fact that state property is not 
personal property. Those items will have to be returned. 


[Jossias] And have there been many instances of police 
recovering state property? 


[N’repo] You will be able to see outside that many 
vehicles have been recovered. Meanwhile, police con- 
tinue to recover many things that had been taken by 
people. 


[Jossias] So they are only collecting items, not arresting 
or hunting anyone down at all? 


[N’repo] No one is being hunted down. What is being 
done is information is being taken down saying such and 
such a person has taken a certain item. The issue will 
follow a legal course at a later stage. The property of the 
FAM forces was wholly turned over to the FADM, so it 
is now state property. 


The most important part of the work being done by that 
police force is to find the missing goods, collect them, 
and hand them over to the new army. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


U.S. Accused of ‘Interfering’ in Kingdom 


MB2301133495 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in 
English 23 Jan 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Pat Jele]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United States Government 
has been accused of interfering in the internal affairs of 
the Kingdom because it has a secret agenda. 


The Economic Review Commission led by Prince 
Guduza was told yesterday that the Americans must be 
closely watched, otherwise Swaziland may find herself in 
trouble with them. 


This was submitted at the Commission’s tour of the 
Hlane Inkundla [traditional community council] yes- 
terday. 


Mr Dumisa Ndzimandze said the Americans interfere so 
much in the affairs of the Kingdom unnecessarily, yet 
they are not Swazis. 


He also accused the U.S. of poisoning the youth and 
some adults to lose respect for the leadership, not go to 
Tinkhundla [traditional community councils] centres to 
express themselves there, but instead opting to toyi-toyi 
[protest-dance] in the streets all the time. 


Mr Ndzimandze told the meeting that Americans do not 
like peace, saying wherever there is war around the 
world, they are there, taking sides. He told the meeting 
that His Majesty, King Mswati III commissioned several 
Vusela [greeting committee] Commissions for the people 
10 air their views without fear or favour but instead, they 
do not attend such National meetings but go about 
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toyi-toying around the streets when the masses do not 
know who they represent and what they want. 


He said if the Americans are allowed to carry out their 
secret agenda unchecked, the people of the country will 
regret in the future. “Swazis must love and listen to the 
American to a certain extent but be extremely careful of 
their secret agenda.” 


Mr Ndzimandze said King Sobhuza warned the Nation 
to choose what is good from foreign cultures and leave 
out what is bad. He complained that there is of late a lot 
of illegal political parties who have a foreign influence. 


Mr Ndzimandze warned that their involved in cultural 
activities of the country should be viewed seriously. [as 
published] 


“Since Swazis have respect of anyone irrespective of 
colour race and Nationality, the Americans should be 
watched carefully.” 


On another note, Mr Ndzimandze said the way in which 
Parliamentarians in the country are made to work in 
Parliament should be looked into. He said each MP is 
made to present the grievances of his or her inkhundla, 
instead of addressing the problems of the country on the 
overall. 


Another Speaker, Mr Dan Dlamini, the STBC [Swazi- 
land Television Broadcasting Corporation] MD [man- 
aging director], questioned the qualification status of the 
commissioners forming the Economic Review Commis- 
sion. He said if there is no qualified officer from the 
Ministry of Economic Planning and Statistics, then the 
experience ard knowledge of the commissioners about 
the economy is questionable. He said he will withdraw 
his remarks once it is proved that there 1s an economist 
among the commissioners. 


He said the Tinkhundla system of Government has been 
diverted from its original plan, that is encouraging the 
people to grow sufficient food for the people. 


Swayoco Leader on Alleged ‘War’ With 
Government 


MB2201160195 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 22 Jan 95 pp 11, 12 


[Report by Sabelo Dlamini] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] As reports 
of unrest heightened, the Prime Minister Prince Mbilini 
went public to announce that a political party had 
declared war in government in apparent reference to 
Swayoco [Swazilard Youth Congress]. 


The Premier said advocating of violence was a declara- 
tion of war which itself is a criminal offence and 
appealed to the public to stand up against crimes of this 
nature. 
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After all the hicky-dowy [as published] the common 
assumption and fear is that Swayoco has started waging 
war on government in accordance with the sentiments of 
their president. 


But Benedict Tsabedze does not believe his organisation 
has declared war to the Kingdom. !n an interview this 
week, Mr Tsabedze stressed they were indeed deter- 
mined to force government to a negotiated settlement, 
“but not through violence as it has been portrayed.” 


Tsabedze disassociated his organisation from the bomb- 
ings that swept the country last week. He is even mad at 
the reaction of the Prime Minister, saying it was uncalled 
for. 


“The Prime Minister should know that we are not afraid 
of him,” he charged visibly enraged. 


SUNDAY: How is it that unrest is experienced in the 
Kingdom soon after your New Year message which 
talked about violence to force down government? 


TSABEDZE: Why is it that when there are bombings 
people worry about Swayoco when we never said we will 
use bombs to bring down the government? I am sure it is 
not the first tme such bombings have been reported in 
Swaziland. Swayoco has nothing to do with the bomb- 


ings. 


At the same time, Government must appreciate that it is 
able to see the anger of the people concerning the present 
oppressive regime. If ec. ernment undermines the seri- 
ousness of the people, it will unreservedly be thrown into 
the dustbin of hisior. 


Even the reaction by the Prime Minister leaves a lot to be 
desired. A reasonable premier cannot issue such a state- 
ment except of course if he is a product of the 
Tinkhundla [Traditional Community Councils] system. 


SUNDAY: What do you specifically mean by saying you 
will force down government. How are you going to do 
that? 


TSABEDZE: When it becomes a crime for a dominated 
people to speak in protest, the only alternative is to speak 
in AK-47s and bazookas. 


By mentioning AK-47s and bazookas I don't mean 
literally using them, but it is just to drive home the point 
that we shall force government to open up a platform for 
a negotiated settlement. 


It is in this platform where churches, NGOs [nongovern- 
mental organization], pressure groups and political par- 
ties will present their views freely without fear. 


Everyone should be properly represented. All we need is 
the convening of a national assembly which will lead to 
further convening a constituent assembly where the 
constitution has to be drawn. 
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The constitution should carry the Bill of Rights, establish 
an independent judiciary and accordingly separate 
powers of government. 


I cannot reveal how specifically we are planning to force 
government to the negotiated settlement but this we will 
do. 


SUNDAY: Are you hoping to succeed? 


TSABEDZE: Definitely we will succeed this year and I 
would say we have already succeeded. It is the pragmatic 
approach we are using based on our plans that makes us 
optimistic. 


We have been following a programme since the forma- 
tion of Swayoco in 1991 and our action plan this year is 
to force government to the negotiated settlement I am 
talking about. We are hoping to see tangible results 
before the end of the year. 


SUNDAY: Does Swayoco have anything to do with the 
reported hit list? 


TSABEDZE: What hit list? Police should tell the public 
where they obtained the list from and who are the listed 
people. Surely they took it from someone who can be 
traced to say how he got it and they should approach the 
source. 


To me the whole thing looks like a hoax. Why can’t the 
police come out publicly to reveal the contents of the 
list? It needs no security reasons. 


SUNDAY: Basically why was Swayoco formed? Is it a 
political organisation? 


TSABEDZE: We noted that government does not have a 
policy on the youth. There was disorientation as a result 
of the unavailability of the policy in terms of education, 
unemployment and many more. 


At the same time we safeguard political and social rights 
of the youth regardless of whether they are members or 
not. 


We are further concerned about the environment. To 
show our concern about the environment, we used to 
conduct clean up campaigns round the country. 


I remember that in Msunduza the residents appreciated 
our contribution so much that they decided to put it on 
programme to clean the place occasionally. 


SUNDAY: Why did you stop the clean up campaigns if 
you are concerned about environment? 
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TSABEDZE: Government stopped us on the view that 
we used the campaigns for political gains. This is simply 
because we used to sing political songs while cleaning up. 
Surprisingly it is known that generally Africans sing 
struggle songs when working, not just in Swaziland. 


The songs are just aimed at boosting the morale and 
spirit of the workers. It is also the way people express 
themselves especially when it is unlawful to talk freely. 


SUNDAY: Your organisation is somehow married to 
Puder.o [People’s United Democratic Movement]. Why 
is that? 


TSABEDZE. Pudemo is pursuing a cause we are up to. 
Within the ranks of Swayoco we have members of 
Pudemo. It is part and parcel of our duties to protect 
political rights of the youth. 


Zimbabwe 


Government Wants Investment ‘With No Strings’ 


MB2101190195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1830 
GMT 21 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mutare, Zimbabwe, Jan 21 
SAPA—Zimbabwe’s minister for national affairs, 
employment creation and co-operatives, Mr Didymus 
Mutasa, on Saturday said his government would not 
tolerate racialist white Zimbabweans and called on black 
women to strip naked in front of managers of financial 
institutions who discriminated against black people. 


Addressing a meeting of the Indigenous Business Devel- 
opment Centre in Mutare, Mr Mutasa, who is also the 
ruling ZANU-PF’s [Zimbabwe African National 
Union—Patriotic Front] national secretary for adminis- 
tration, said whites who found it hard to live with blacks 
should find their way out of the country. ZIANA [Zim- 
babwe Inter-African News Agency] national news agency 
reports him as saving his government would not fail to 
take action against whites who discriminated against 
blacks. 


“We want investment in this country, yes, but with no 
strings attached. Investment that comes to prostitute our 
dignity and personalities has no room in Zimbabwe. We 
cannot afford to sell our birthright on account of 
attracting investors,” Mr Mutasa said. He accused some 
black Zimbabweans working in financial houses of dis- 
crimination, saying indigenous businessmen being 
denied funds to start viable projects should not blame 
the whites because the banks were manned by black 
Zimbabweans. “Black Zimbabweans are their own worst 
enemies. All the bank tellers and managers are our own 
children,” he said. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


General Pledges Army’s Loyalty to Constitution 
AB1201112395 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 11 Jan 95 p 17 


[Article by Eugene Douayere] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “I would like to reiterate on 
behalf of soldiers of all ranks and all components of the 
national Armed Forces our availability and our total 
commitment to maintaining peace, this precious trea- 
sure that Felix Houphouet-Boigny has bequeathed us.” 
The foregoing is the word of honor of General Robert 
Guei, chief of staff of the Ivorian Armed Forces. Gen. 
Guei said this yesterday at the presentation of new year 
wishes to President Henri Konan Bedie by constituent 
bodies. 


Since its establishment in 1960, the national Armed 
Forces have never lost sight of their mission and their 
principles, viz, obedience to the mode of thought and 
action of their late supreme commander Houphouet- 
Boigny, thus guaranteeing the Constitution and Repub- 
lican institutions and safeguarding peace and security for 
the good of the hardworking people of Cote d'Ivoire. 


The Armed Forces would like to safeguard peace and 
security and, as Gen. Guei reaffirmed yesterday, con- 
tinue to help the nation and its leaders to do so, and 
always export peace. One understands why at the height 
of the 1990 turbulence, our soldiers circulated among 
themselves the password of neutrality, keeping out of 
legal and political speculations, which a certain political 
class was very fond of. They also took position on Article 
11 of the Constitution which made it possible to avoid 
reviving controversy: “The Ivorian Army is obliged to 
exercise utmost rigor in the application of legal texts 
because their conception and understanding are based 
on commonsense,” the chief of staff reasserted yesterday 
before the president of the Republic and custodian of 
Republican institutions. 


Gen. Guei also repeated the commitment of soldiers to 
supporting the actions of the state in the throes of 
economic crisis: “The National Armed Forces are com- 
mitted backing your efforts to bring to a successful end 
the task of national recovery, with your characteristic 
rigor. They have confidence in you and in return are 
asking you to trust them,” the chief of staff said, hailing 
the generosity and lucidity of the head of state “before 
the fertile imaginations of those who claim to be experts 
on military matters... Your composure in the face of 
denouncements and defamations as well as what you 
have done in a single year for your soldiers reinforce the 
trust between you and us.” “Thank you once again for 
your understanding and availability,” Robert Guei 
stated, wishing the president and his family good health, 
long life, and family bliss. He however stated two con- 
cerns before making the above wishes: the drawing-up of 
a five-year plan for soldiers and the adoption of a 
military service code. 
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In return, President Bedie, supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces, wished the Armed Forces—which 
obtained excellent marks for their exemplary behavior— 
good health, rigor which will enable them to pursue their 
peace mission, and plenty of energy. 


“I am asking you (...) to carry out your peace mission 
with discipline and unity and also demand that you keep 
out of all political intrigues.” The president expressed 
the same wishes for the senior officers of the national 
police, who for their part reiterated their undertaking to 
ensure that security and peace reign in the country. 


[Reporting on the same ceremony, Abidjan LA VOIE in 
French on 11 January quotes Gen Guei as saying: “We 
shall never yield to the premeditated strategies of certain 
people who, without openly belonging to the opposition, 
are seeking to ingratiate themselves or to make money 
through lies and alas, to encourage tribalism, which is 
dangerous for the stability of the Republic.”} 


Mali 


President Reviews Post-Devaluation Year 


AB1301211595 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Exactly a year and a day ago 
the decision to change the CFA franc/French franc parity 
was made. A year later, Mali is considered a success story 
in inflation control and President Alpha Oumar Konare 
judges the road taken during the past year in an exclusive 
interview with Alhassan Mohamed. 


[Begin Konare recording] What the government and our 
economic and social partners have achieved demon- 
strates above all our determination to assume our 
responsibility, take charge of our destiny and take our 
economy and country out of a dependent situation. I 
think on the day we attain that level, we can say that we 
are at last winning the economic development battle. 


Sacrifices have been made by our people for years. for 
over 10 years, and finally today we have to carry out 
external adjustment. We had no choice. We are not 
shouting victory claiming all the problems have been 
resolved. We are keenly aware of the living conditions of 
our citizens, of the situation of our youth and workers. 
We are the first to be conscious of this, but it is 
important to master this phase, for out of the mastery of 
this phase will come forth positive results. I think the 
government has carried out its task in a responsible and 
rigorous manner. 


The work will continue in a transparent manner. The 
government has done its work laying emphasis on the 
true economic situation of our country. We are not 
cheating on that. We have said that we shall do what we 
can, and there is no question of promising what we 
cannot do. Whatever we can do, however, we shall do for 
our people. That is why we are in government. It is the 
basis of our mission. 
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We are saying so because far too often what has been 
accomplished is underestimated. We are saying so 
because it is not evident that if we had taken another 
path the country would be where it is now. Some are 
saying that the government has money, the government 
can do this and that. They are saying that they need such 
and such percent increase. In light of the people’s needs 
these are legitimate demands, but believe me if the 
business community, the social partners, and those at the 
helm of state affairs had not shown a sense of patriotism 
and responsibility, we would be in a worse situation 
today. 


I am persuaded that the current austerity measures 
should continue in all transparency and we should agree 
that truth always accompany our efforts and sacrifice, 
because fundamentally democracy is not anything else. It 
is hard work, a work well done, sacrifice, solidarity, and 
rigorous and transparent management by the authorities. 
It is the choice that we have made. It is the meaning of 
our mission. I think a year after the devaluation, we 
should reaffirm that choice because these are the condi- 
tions for the success of the Malian democratic process. 


We certainly have to make internal efforts, accelerate 
regional integration of our economies, making them 
more complementary and ceasing to be dependent on the 
outside, because the Malian Government intends to lay 
emphasis on consuming what we produce. This means 
putting an end to an externally dependent economy and 
having a more integrated economy, and there are major 
issues On which we are obliged to reflect today: the future 
of our common currency within the West African Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Union [UEMOA], our relations 
with our West African partners who are not members of 
this organization. [end recording] 


A year after the CFA devaluation we have sought the 
opinion of Bamako residents on our country’s economic 
situation. Let us begin with Dramane Amidou Toure, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
who declared that the backup measures proposed by the 
professional organizations do not tie in with the mea- 
sures adopted by the government. 


[Begin Toure recording] Up until now, we do not have 
the impression that the choice of measures advocated by 
the business community tie in with the choice of mea- 
sures initiated by the government and we are convinced 
that since it is the business community which experience 
the consequences, since they are the ones that take 
economic actions, if their proposals and ideas are not 
taken into account in the backup measures, we cannot 
expect to derive much benefit from the devaluation. 
Even if from the macroeconomic viewpoint the devalu- 
ation has brought a certain economic recovery and a 
certain guarantee for enterprises. there must be concrete 
support measures to promote the enterprises. This has 
not yet been the case, unfortunately, but we hope that the 
first post-devaluation year will inspire us all so that 
together our leaders and the business community can 
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establish a consultation framework within which we can 
exchange ideas and have a better conception of backup 
measures. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Konare Discusses Diplomacy, ‘Comity of Nations’ 


AB2001105595 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Alpha Oumar 
Konare chaired the opening ceremor~ for the delibera- 
tions of Malian ambassadors’s eighth conference at the 
Hotel de l’Amitie in Bamako this morning. The cere- 
mony, which was also attended by National Assembly 
Speaker Professor Ali Nouhoum Diallo and Prime Min- 
ister Ibrahima Boubacar Keita, enabled the head of state 
to define a new Malian diplomacy. According to him, 
this new diplomacy should meet the present aspirations 
of the Malian people. Sidi Baba Traore has the details: 


[Traore] The conference's objective is to thoroughly 
review the shortcomings of Malian diplomacy which has 
been dormant over the past few years as a result of the 
negative attitude of many officials. In fact, it was a 
diplomatic policy poorly implemented by those officials, 
whose ambition was only to tarnish Mali’s good image 
abroad. The implementation of the newly designed 
diplomacy is, of course, a difficult task, but our new and 
old diplomats are forced to carry it out to meet the entire 
people’s aspirations. According to the head of state, 
Malian diplomacy should wake up and resort to patrio- 
tism and humanism, values that characterized the pio- 
neers of the country’s diplomacy. 


The major problem, President Konare stated, is to define 
how Malian diplomacy can and must serve the state and 
nation, while taking into account the country’s option 
for democracy and human rights promotion. The ques- 
tion which is put today is: What are Malians expecting of 
their diplomacy? First, the country’s image must be 
taken care of through a clear explanation of the northern 
problem. Let us listen to the head of state: 


[Konare] “The deadly crisis that shook the northern part 
of our country is one of the difficult ordeals that Mali 
and Malians could have avoided. The past autocratic 
regime, through its frustrating and exclusive policy, had 
izevitably caused strong feelings of rejection by the state, 
which resulted in violent acts. But now, it is anachronstic 
that in a democratic regime, although young, where 
power is legitimately exercised by representatives elected 
on the basis of popular confidence, the use of arms serves 
as a way of expressing one’s views or exercising one’s 
right to (?grievances). Malians are all equal before the 
law. 


“An end must be put to the use of arms, and it must be 
so, because there is no other alternative. All Malians 
have a right to regroup on non-discriminatory bases 
around ideals shared by all and to be achieved through 
legal and joint actions. No just causes authorize us today 
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to resort to the use of force and create victims. Taking 
innocent people’s lives in retaliation for killing never 
avenges the dead. Instead, it increases crime and the 
number of criminals. 


“Those killed in the first place added to those killed in 
retaliation only increase the number of deaths and the 
crimes committed; far from being corrected, this action 
reinforces crime. We then experience a wave of craziness 
and cowardice in which the perpetrators act without 
courage, knowing that other people will pay for their 
actions. 


“Truly speaking, this rebel phenomenon tends to com- 
pete with, or even sometimes, be overwhelmed by ban- 
ditry. All this creates a permanent climate of insecurity 
and rekindles intercommunity tension from time to 
time. We have to understand this new situation and 
work together against those dangerous parasites who 
thrive on robbery and sale of their booty. Those pursing 
the ideal of peace and justice know that they have in 
Mali honest interlocutors who are in complete support of 
the principles of solidarity and justice. They know that 
the door to dialogue is never closed. Our ears are wide 
open to listen to Malians—all Malians—to understand 
their aspirations to bring them the salutary responses 
authorized by our laws and regulations in a spirit of 


equity. 


“Our most important wish today is that with the assis- 
tance of all our friends we can ensure the return home of 
those who have left. Our wish is also to see all our 
people—be they displaced people or refugees—return to 
their fatherland and live together again in confidence. 
That is the best guarantee against the bad behavior and 
inconsistency of those who contribute to spoiling the 
sound climate prevailing among communities which 
nothing opposes except human stupidity.” 


[Traore] Concerning the economy and cooperation, the 
head of state said that our diplomacy should give a 
faithful and reassuring image of our national reality 
which unfortunate events have discredited before our 
foreign partners. The president said yes to a policy of 
solidarity among states be they rich or poor but no to a 
policy of begging. 


[Konare] “Gone is the era of white elephant projects— 
those erroneous projects which fruitlessly consume avail- 
able resources and result in distress figures. Gone also is 
the cooperation of—excuse me for the term—the public 
collector who complacently attracts all good intentions 
into the dark gutters of failure. We have to cooperate, 
cooperate in different ways because we cannot continue 
to behave as in the past. The officialization of our past 
practices resulted in a rude awakening—namely, deval- 
uation. 


“We need a new form of cooperation that will take into 
account our citizens’s aspirations and our national pri- 
orities. Mali has never been forced to ask for charity. We 
refuse it. What we have always requested and which, 
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perhaps, is not always well understood is nothing but our 
friends’ solidarity to help create a national impetus for 
self-achievement. We know how to first count on our- 
selves. However, the ups and downs of world trade, the 
norms of which are imposed on us, have always margin- 
alized African producers. Obstacles actually exist for 
countries whose shares in world trade are poor as a result 
of the handicaps existing at source. It is especially 
because of the need to remove those obstacles keeping us 
in conditions of dependence that we speak of solidarity.” 
[passage omitted] 


[Traore] President Konare also stressed that people 
cannot say they are Mali’s friends and at the same time 
trample on the dignity of Malian citizens through 
degrading treatment. It is, therefore, up to Malian dip- 
lomatic missions to defend Malians’ interests wherever 
they are. 


Touching on African integration, the head of state 
recalled that Mali proclaims in its national anthem: We 
are resolved to die for you, Mali. For us, Africa is Mali 
and Mali is Africa. In regard to decentralization, the 
head of state said it is of great importance in the new 
Mali. Let us listen to him again: 


[Konare] “The new Mali has embarked on a decentrali- 
zation policy which it considers as an instrument for 
strengthening democracy. By opening the way for a 
better solution to the people’s profound social aspira- 
tions which are stifled by the system of concentrating 
everything within the state, decentralization ensures an 
unprecedented opening up of communities and their 
environments to the world. It creates and consolidates 
the process of decentralized cooperation, which has 
many advantages for our developing rural and urban 
municipalities. It is another form of cooperation that is 
more attentive to the citizens and to the concerns of the 
participants. It opens the way for democratic participa- 
tion, the emergence of a dynamic structural system of 
expression, the formation and development of local 
self-managing abilities. Our country is a pioneer in the 
sector, and we are have to succeed. Decentralized coop- 
eration should not only be vertical—that is North- 
South—but it should also be horizontal, that is South- 
South. In other words it should be among communities 
and across our borders as we mostly belong to the same 
cultural space.” 


[Traore] In conclusion, President Konare recalled Mali’s 
role in the comity of nations, mainly in the peacekeeping 
sector. Mali has fulfilled this role through its contribu- 
tion to the deployment of peacekeeping forces in Liberia, 
Rwanda, Burundi, and why not in Angola in the coming 
days. 


Konare Addresses Armed Forces on Anniversary 


AB2001135095 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 2000 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[Address by President Alpha Oumar Konare in Bamako 
on 19 January—recorded] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Officers, noncommissioned 
officers, the rank and file of the Armed Forces of Mali, 
the Gendarmerie and the National Guard, dear compa- 
triots: Tomorrow, 20 January, we will celebrate in hap- 
piness and meditation, the anniversary of the birth of 
our gallant Army, the National Armed Forces of Mali, 
heir to the glorious legends of the epic armed feats of the 
warriors of this historic land who made so much sacrifice 
for the love of honor and dignity. 


This is an opportunity for each Malian to reflect without 
prejudice on the status, the mission, and the reorganiza- 
tion of this institution. Like all institutions, the Armed 
Forces have their own structure and rules of operation 
that have evolved throughout the years in line with the 
needs of the society they serve. This explains why the 
government has undertaken a series of revision and 
redefinition of texts that have, up to now, regulated the 
ways and means of running and managing the Army. 


It is within this context that one should see and under- 
stand the new name of the department in charge of that 
Armed Forces which has become the Ministry of Armed 
Forces and Veterans in homage and at the same time to 
show our determination to honor the men who are at the 
service of national defense and security. [passage 
omitted] 


Rigor is the soul of the Army, and discipline shows its 
strength. Yes, discipline. We should absolutely talk 
about that because throughout the past year, the military 
institution has gone through difficult times. That is why 
we were forced to take certain measures to eradicate the 
specter of disorder that threatened to discredit the 
Armed Forces and all the Republican institutions. | 
remain open to dialogue but in order. I am convinced 
that by listening with an open mind and showing mutual 
understanding, we can avoid all the dangerous obstacles 
that could threaten the nation. Today, we are lucky to 
build a country through dialogue and consultation and to 
set it free from the dictates of force. We should convince 
ourselves of the strength of reason over the urge to resort 
to force. 


Recently, we talked about reconciliation between the 
people and their Army. The latest events showed that 
this is already a gain which remains to be consolidated. 
The various groups compusing the nation gathered 
during the regional consultative meetings and reiterated 
their support for our gallant Army in its mission to 
defend the nation and to ensure security for all Malians. 
A recent meeting by the political associations was a 
testimony of the total adhesion of the parties to the cause 
of the National Armed Forces. This is evidence of the 
newly found trust between the people and their Army. 
Today more than ever, it is essential that our instrument 
of defense and security ceases to appear as a repression 
machine. It is essential for the citizen to be convinced 
that the Army is there to protect people and property, 
and to safeguard peace and national territorial integrity. 
These are all the challenges the Army and the armed 
professionals have to face. 
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One thing is certain, Malians are asking for a loyal and 
republican Army that dedicates itself to the service of the 
people, all the people without any exception; an Army 
which strives to find suitable solutions to the nation’s 
problems, an Army which works in the fields of peace 
and development. 


The continuing war in the north of the country, which 
has been transformed into big-time crime by some 
people and the terrorist struggle by others, has pro- 
foundly affected our country to the extent of setting us 
against one another. The amount of insecurity and the 
extent to which intercommunal relations have deterio- 
rated convinced us of the need for the presence of 
soldiers in the conflict areas, which were threatening to 
throw the country into a state of interethnic civil war. 
This measure has brought a lull on the northern front, 
and we must now consolidate the relative calm. 


The choice of dialogue as a principle to settle differences 
is not weakness. It is the most radical and definitive 
treatment for this kind of problem. That is why we can 
rejoice that the Unified Movements and Fronts of Aza- 
ouad recently in great numbers declared their loyalty to 
the National Pact and support its desire to handle the 
conflict in a way different from military means. The guns 
must become silent, and they will become so. 


On this solemn occasion, we salute the patriotic commit- 
ment of our men at the various fronts in Mali and 
abroad, particularly, in Liberia, Burundi, and Rwanda, 
where for more than two years now they have been 
serving Africa and Mali. In an ever-changing world, 
African countries need democracy and development as 
much as they need peaceful security. Thus, the establish- 
ment of an inter-African peace and solidarity force is a 
laudable initiative, which we fully appreciate. The fact 
remains that such a force must not only be entirely 
African in its set-up, command, and functioning, but 
also in its designs. 


Officers, noncommissioned officers, and other ranks, in 
an effort to find appropriate solutions to your problems, 
a bill on military programming will be put before parlia- 
ment this year, to determine the funds to be made 
available to meet some of the essential needs of soldiers 
in the barracks as well as to ensure the safe accomplish- 
ment of their mission. This bill will represent and 
consolidate existing legislation on constraints linked 
with the military career. The High Military Service 
Council, which will soon be established, will enable all 
ranks to participate in the running of the military insti- 
tution. 


It is in cohesion, strict respect for authority, and rigorous 
compliance with the rules and regulations that you can 
accomplish with dignity your mission of safeguarding 
the democratic gains. The commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Forces has confidence in you. On the eve of this 
anniversary, I have a pious thought for all those who laid 
down their lives for Mali and I ask their families to 
accept the country’s gratitude for their worthy sacrifice. 
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We have also not forgotten and will never forget the 
merit of veterans who, through their deeds, marked 
consciences and opened the way to freedom at the cost of 
their lives. I present the best wishes of the nation to its 
Army and wish you all happiness, health, and success. 
Long live the Armed Forces. Long live the Republic. 
Thank you. 


Azaouad, Gandakoye Hold Preliminary Talks 


AB1301141795 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Mali, a meeting this week 
between two rival groups has given a jump start to peace 
in the new year. One Tuareg faction, the Azaouad 
People’s Liberation Front, held preliminary talks with 
the Gandakoye Movement, a predominantly black self- 
defense group. Like the government, the Gandakoye are 
opposed to the Tuareg rebels. The Tuaregs fighting for 
greater autonomy say they are being harassed by what 
they call black militias. The Tuareg-Gandakoye meeting 
took place in Bourem in the north of the country. 


Now, northern Mali is still prone to sporadic clashes 
between government and Tuareg forces despite a pact 
signed in 1992 which excluded the black population of 
the north. Maitre Harouna Toure is head of the political 
branch of the Gandakoye and on the line to the capital, 
Bamako, Thierry Augier asked him what the meeting 
with Tuareg was all about? 


[Begin recording in French fading into English transla- 
tion] [Toure] It was mainly a discussion exercise that 
could lead to peace. The Tuareg movement was repre- 
sented by the general secretary of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Azaouad [FPLA], Zeidane Ag 
Sidalamine; and Patriotic Movement Gandakoye was 
headed by its chief, Mahmoud Alpha Ibrahim Maiga. 


[Augier] What was the outcome of this high-level 
meeting? 


[Toure] The two movements have signed a text to 
commit themselves to observe a cease-fire and to respect 
the state of peace. They also guarantee the free move- 
ment of people and merchandise in the north of the 
country. As well, they committed themselves to work 
closely with the civil population to reach peace. 


[Augier] Why did this meeting take place in Bourem and 
what is so special about the place? 


[Toure] Bourem is a symbol of peace and understanding 
because the first agreements between nomadic Tuaregs 
and the settled population were reached in that village 
more than a month ago. It is a big step toward peace 
because our goal is about to be reached. , 


[Augier] You signed this agreement with one component, 
one group of the Tuareg community. Do you think that 
it is going to be respected by the whole of the commu- 
nity? 


FBIS-AFR-95-015 
24 January 1995 


[Toure] There are indeed four rebel armed movements. 
The agreement was signed with the FPLA and the 
Popular Movement for Azaouad has never taken up 
arms against civilians since the peace pact in 1992, but 
peace is yet to be reached with two other movements: 
ARLA [Revolutionary Army for the Liberation of Aza- 
ouad] and FIAA [Islamic Arab Front of the Azaouad]. 
We are waiting for them to get in touch with us. They 
decided to start the fighting and if they now want peace, 
we are ready to talk to them, but they must show some 
interest first. 


[Augier] For the moment you think that the people 
you've been speaking with have acted in good faith? 


[Toure] We can’t put their good faith in doubt at the 
moment. They insisted to arrange a meeting with us and 
if they respect this agreement, everything will be all right, 
but we won’t accept any compromise and we won’t 
accept another deadlock. [end recording] 


Seek End to Violence 


LD1301233495 Paris Radio France International in 
French 2130 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Mali, as reported a couple of 
days ago, a Tuareg faction and the Gandakoye [Masters 
of the Land] black self-defense movement, agreed to 
hold talks. They have just now tssued a joint appeal 
calling for an end to violence in the north of the country. 
More details with Jean-Jacques Loirne: 


[Begin Loirne recording] Bourem is the symbol of rec- 
onciliation between settled people and nomads. It is in 
this northern Malian town some 100 kms north of Gao 
that the Azaouad People’s Liberation Front—the 
FPLA—and the black self-defense Gandakoye move- 
ment have just signed an agreement calling for an end to 
hostilities and the implementation of the national pact 
and stressing the reconciliation between all people that is 
needed. The agreement calls on the government and on 
the rebel movements to make sure that all means are 
used to achieve a final peace. 


The agreement was signed by FPLA Deputy Secretary 
General Sodana Sidi Lamine and by retired Major 
Ibrahim Aroune Wallah for Gandakoye. 


The FPLA and Gandakoye will meet again in Gao on 26 
January. The meeting will be extended to include repre- 
sentatives of civil society. Meanwhile, each party has 
given assurances that it will try to raise the awareness of 
the respective populations. 


This is Jean-Jacques Loirne reporting from Bamako for 
RFI. jend recording] 


Rebel Leader Offers ‘To Bow Out’ for Peace 
LD2101203595 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 21 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Mali, Zahabi ould Sidi 
Mohamed, leader of the Islamic-Arab Front of Azaouad 
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[FIAA], is willing to withdraw from the scene to facilitate 
a return to peace in the north of the country. He made 
this statement to Radio France International in an 
exclusive interview with our reporter, Jean-Jacques 
Louarne, who relates the telephone conversation he had 
with the FIAA leader. 


{[Louarne] Speaking by telephone from Tamanrasset 
[Algeria], where he asserts he is not under house arrest, 
Zahabi ould Sidi Mohamed said the attack on the base at 
Tchinadema came as a surprise to him. We abandoned 
that base several weeks ago, he said, for strategic reasons; 
but the main thing, the FIAA leader declared, is that a 
fortnight ago we gave our solemn promise to the Algerian 
mediators of a total cease-fire. The Malian Government 
knows this perfectly well. 


We are ready, he explained, to start up the peace process 
once again with the Malian Government and alongside 
the other rebel movements. To my question: Are you 
willing to withdraw personally from negotiations, since 
you have become Mali’s public enemy number one, 
Zahabi replied in the affirmative: I agree to bow out if 
that will further the peace process, but do not misunder- 
stand me. I intend to cover my back and keep an 
attentive eye on what happens. In any case, I have no 
wish to be used as the pretext for the conflict dragging on 
and innocent people being killed. 


Nigeria 


Prospects for Government Reform Viewed 


MS2001134095 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 20 Jan 95 p 15 


[Article by Paul Adams: “Economic Reforms on 
Parole’’] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Africa’s debilitated giant has 
started to come to terms with economic realities in the 
past few days. 


General Sani Abacha, Nigeria’s military leader since 
1993, delivered a budget address intended to put Nigeria 
back on the path of structural adjustment and bring it 
back into the fold of the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank. 


He announced that he was liberalising exchange rates, 
slashing the budget deficit, lifting restrictions on foreign 
investment and bringing secret ‘“‘dedicated” bank 
accounts—into which oil revenues had been diverted for 
dubious purposes—under central bank control. 


Gen Abacha’s promises brought a cautious welcome 
from creditors, donors and investors in Africa’s most 
important economy after South Africa. 


But 30 years of mismanagement, the squandering of 
earnings from oil exports running at some 1.8m barrels a 
day and an external debt exceeding $30bn (19bn pounds) 
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have sapped the wealth of Nigeria’s 90m people and 
eroded the credibility of successive governments. 


Like a parole board examining a hardened offender, 
those who know the record of Nigerian governments 
over the past decade are asking whether it is too late for 
the administration’s character to change even if it has the 
will. “On balance the budget is positive, but the key to all 
this is the implementation,” says one western economist 
in Lagos. We have, say the sceptics, been here before. 


It was in 1986, backed by the World Bank and other 
donors, that General Ibrahim Babangida, the previous 
military head of state, adopted a structural adjustment 
programme in an attempt to move the economy out of 
the doldrums after a crash in the oil market. 


The naira was devalued and trade liberalised. The pro- 
gramme scrapped state commodity boards which had 
stifled Nigerian agriculture, opened up the banking 
system, and ended the corrupt and inefficient system of 
allocating foreign exchange through import licences. 


But by 1990, the programme had fallen into disarray and 
the government’s political will had been sapped by 
corruption and the vested interests of powerful officials, 
especially in the army. 


The lack of transparency in government finances had 
allowed millions of dollars of state oil revenues to be 
diverted into the pockets of politicians, army officers 
and civil servants, and encouraged the wasteful spending 
of reserves which could otherwise have been used to 
stabilise the economy. The currency crashed, inflation 
rose sharply, the rich got richer and everyone else 
blamed “SAP” [structural adjustment program], the 
acronym of the country’s structural adjustment pro- 
gramme. Nigerians believed that they had embraced a 
liberal economic system and that it had failed. 


After Gen Abacha took power, he soon abandoned the 
principles of market reform, snubbed western creditors 
and donors and went back to policies of state control in 
the belief that they would make his government popular. 


This week, 14 months later, the general has performed a 
volte-face and won qualified praise from the private 
sector. “To have scrapped the exchange control act and 
the enterprise promotion decree (limiting foreign invest- 
ment), which we have been requesting for years, was a 
bold move,” says the head of a merchant bank in Lagos. 


“Having done ail that, it is a shame that they could not 
have gone the whole way with the foreign exchange and 
money markets. They should have allowed us access 
straightaway to the oil companies’ inflow of dollars and 
scrapped the ceiling on interest rates. But these are 
details which can be changed.” 


Mr Imo Itsuele, head of Dubri Oil, Nigeria’s first locally- 
owned oil producer, believes that the private sector has 
to push for more reform. “We have been calling for 
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deregulation and we have got some of it, but the govern- 
ment has not worked out all the details, for example on 
the proposed leasing of state-owned oil refineries. The 
private sector can help to fill the vacuum before the 
opponents of deregulation get back some control,” he 
says. 


All observers agree that one of the problems that has yet 
to be solved is wasteful government spending. Rather 
than cutting ministries, Gen Abacha proposes to add two 
more this year. 


Two unscripted highlights of the budget briefing by Mr 
Anthony Ani, the acting finance minister, in the capital 
Abuja on Monday revealed how difficult it would be for 
ministers to assert any authority. 


As he condemned road blocks where local officials 
extract illegal tolls as a hindrance to trade, Mr Ani said 
that the police would ensure that this practice was 
stopped. This suggestion made the incredulous audience 
laugh so loudly that the noise drowned out the next 
words of Mr Ani who, together with the minister of the 
interior and other colleagues, joined in the laughter until 
it subsided. 


More embarrassment was to come. While announcing 
tariff reforms, Mr Ani removed rice from the list of 
banned imports. Importing rice, under special govern- 
ment waivers, can be a lucrative business in Nigeria. 


As he ended his speech, Mr Ani received a note from the 
head of state and announced one amendment: rice was to 
remain as a banned import. 


Corruption and mismanagement in the public sector 
have undermined Nigerians’ confidence in their own 
security forces, state-owned corporations, the civil ser- 
vice and the judicial system. The performance of the 
public sector has declined to a level where it is doubtful 
whether the existing institutions are capable of the 
reforms needed to revitalise the economy and restore 
investors’ confidence. 


Meanwhile, Nigeria’s infrastructure is deteriorating. Its 
extensive network of roads is decaying, the railways are 
barely functioning, electricity and water supplies are 
inadequate and fuel shortages have a damaging effect on 
the economy. 


However much international businesses may welcome 
the effort to encourage foreign investment, Nigeria’s 
bleak history and the well-founded scepticism of poten- 
tial investors suggest there will be no quick response 
from abroad. 


The budget decision to abandon limits on foreign invest- 
ment and ease exchange controls should make it easier 
for multinationals to invest in Nigeria, but other parts of 
the developing world provide more stability, a better 
workforce and better infrastructure. 


Apart from its abundant natural resources, Nigeria offers 
to the investor a large domestic market, but this is a 
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weakness as well as a strength. The crisis in health and 
education points to a bleak future for a population which 
will double in 25 years at the current growth rate to 
180m. 


Sustaining an economic reform programme under these 
circumstances is hard enough; but Gen Abacha’s prob- 
lems are compounded by the struggle involved in 
meeting demands for a return to civilian rule after an 
unbroken nine years of military control. 


The annulment of the presidential election in 1993 
aroused feelings of resentment which have exacerbated 
the divisions between the north and south of the country. 
With the successful presidential candidate, Chief Mos- 
hood Abiola, from the Yoruba south still detained, few 
Nigerians are confident that Gen Abacha will fulfil his 
promise to hand over power to a civilian government in 
the foreseeable future. 


His priorities will be to maintain his grip on power while 
implementing what is likely to be a painful and unpop- 
ular economic adjustment programme. 


In an effort to keep his army loyal, Gen Abacha recently 
promoted 32 generals. He can also draw on a substantial 
defence budget to win the support of the 60,000 soldiers. 
Yet the army has almost no military operational role 
apart from a large peacekeeping force in Liberia, now 
being reduced, and some small UN contingents. There 
are admirals for a fleet of two frigates which never sail 
and an air vice-marshal for war planes which cannot fly. 


Even if Gen Abacha has the political will which his 
predecessors have lacked, he faces an uphill task. With 
Nigeria’s army politicised, its politics commercialised 
and its civil service incompetent and corrupt, Nigeria 
may not have the capacity to implement its blueprint for 
recovery. At best a tortuous and protracted process of 
recovery could get under way. 


Foreign Exchange Market Modifications Viewed 


AB1901215095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[News analysis by Christopher Afolabi from the “‘News 
Panorama” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The modification of the foreign 
exchange market in the 1995 federal budget is a mani- 
festation of the anxiety of the Federal Government about 
the high exchange rate on the parallel market in 1995. 
The exchange rate was pegged at 22 naira to the dollar 
last year as a means of regulating the money market so as 
to shore up the ailing naira. It was a major departure 
from the deregulation policy prescribed by the structural 
adjustment program. 


The regulation policy, however, had a number of unsa- 
vory repercussions on the economy as most banks went 
under and many are still distressed, and no one can 
overlook the need to bring some degree of stability into 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-015 
24 January 1995 


the economy. With the modification reflected in this 
year’s budget, government has clearly opted for a middle 
course between regulation and deregulation for the sake 
of the economy. 


Although the exchange rate is still fixed at 22 naira to the 
dollar, the former policy of bidding at the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, CBN, has been canceled. The CBN will, 
however, maintain the official foreign exchange and 
from time to time intervene in the autonomous market. 
The exchange rate to which the CBN is a participant will 
be fairly determined. It is important to note that the 
official exchange rate shall be used for government 
transactions and occasionally for commercialized com- 
panies with the express approval of the head of state. 


Under the new exchange regime, private sector operators 
including commercialized government companies will 
have to source their foreign exchange requirements in 
the autonomous market. Government has made it man- 
datory for oil exploration and production companies, all 
service companies, government parastatals, agencies and 
companies with government majority interests, as well as 
recipients of foreign loans and grants, to maintain domi- 
ciliary accounts with the CBN. The idea is that since the 
CBN is a participant in the autonomous market, it would 
buy such foreign exchange at the prevailing market rate. 


Other categories of companies are however allowed to 
maintain domiciliary accounts with any authorized bank 
in the country. They will have free access to such funds 
at any time. Although there 1s no bidding, the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange Market, IFEM, is to operate freely 
with licensed banks and bureaus de change as the key 
operators. It makes good sense that the CBN will mon- 
itor their activities on a daily basis. The market which 
took off this week begins at 10 o’clock in the morning 
and ends at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 


Bureaus de change are allowed to buy naira and travelers 
checks as to a maximum of 2,500 dollars per transaction. 
They can in turn sell the naira but not travelers checks. 
With the modified foreign exchange in the 1995 budget, 
it is expected that those with large sums of forex will 
bring them into the country through their domiciliary 
accounts. Equally expected is that the new foreign 
exchange regime will encourage foreign investors to 
invest in the country. 


The value of the naira is likely to be strengthened 
especially if the private sector operators will source their 
foreign exchange. Activities in the parallel market will 
reduce considerably as their customers can now walk 
freely into any licensed bank to buy. The abolition of the 
Foreign Exchange Control Act of 1962 will help in this 
direction. As with most government policies, it is hoped 
that all the parties concerned will obey the rules of the 
game to ensure a successful implementation. 
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Sierra Leone 


Envoy Says Hostages Sound ‘Reasonably Well’ 


AB2101165495 Paris AFP in English 1543 GMT 
21 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Jan 21 (AFP)}— 
British High Commissioner Ian McCliney spoke by 
radio with two Britons held hostage by rebels since 
November, confirming for the first time they were still 
alive, diplomats said here Saturday (21 January]. 


The two volunteer workers “sound reasonably well 
under the circumstances,” the ambassador said after 
speaking with them Friday night. 


Foday Sankoh, head of Sierra Leone’s rebel Revolu- 
tionary United Front (RUF), threatened on January 12 
to kill the pair, accusing them of being “military advisers 
in disguise.” 

Robert D’Cruz, 30, from England, and Calum Murray, 
25, a Scot, were seized on November 7 at Kabala, 250 
kilometers (155 miles) northeast of the capital Freetown, 
where they were working on a road construction pro- 
gramme for the aid organization Voluntary Service 
Overseas (VSO). 


McCliney was able to secure the radio link with the 
hostages after “lengthy discussions” with Sankoh, who 
had taken the initiative in contacting him, the diplomats 
said, giving no indication as to the content of the 
discussions. 


In his first contact last November after the kidnapping, 
Sankoh had demanded arms, ammunition and medical 
supplies in exchange for the hostages’ release. 


No information has emerged concerning other foreigners 
kidnapped in recent months. A total of 11 Europeans, 
including six Britons, are now believed held by rebels in 
the West African country. 


On Thursday a Swiss-owned mining firm, The Sierra 
Leone Ore and Metal Company (Sieromco), said that 
suspected rebels abducted seven Europeans, an Austra- 
lian and seven Sierra Leoneans working for it in the 
southern Mokanji Hills region. 


A rapid deployment force went into the area to search for 
the kidnapped group, which included a British woman. 


And on Friday government officials said that two Britic’ 
employees of the Australian-US company Sierra Rutii 
had been seized in an attack on a company plant around 
100 kilometres (60 miles) southeast of Freetown. A 
company spokesman on Saturday named them as Peter 
White, the personnel manager, and Andrew Younge, a 
security official. 


Both Sieromco and Sierra Rutile have suspended oper- 
ations “as a temporary measure” and recalled their 
personnel to the capital Freetown. 
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“Their experiences were frightening and some of them 
have complained of shock and fatigue,” a Sierra Rutile 
spokesman said. 


RUF rebels and government forces have been locked for 
days in fierce fighting in the region. Government Army 
officials said Saturday they had gained the advantage. 


Defence Ministry spokesman Major Sheku Kandeh said 
his deputy minister, Captain Tom Nyuma, had just 
returned from a three-day visit to the combat zone and 
was to report to the junta leader Captain Valentine 
Strasser. 


“We have the upper hand although I admit it was 
tough,” Kandei said. 


Sankoh’s forces began a guerrilla war in May 1991, in the 
south and east of the country, against the regime of 
president Joseph Momoh. 


He was ousted in a coup the following April, but the war 
went on and the current military government recently 
began talks with the RUF. 


The junta has pledged to return the country to democ- 
racy in January 1996. 


RUF Spokesman on Hostages 


AB2301174395 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leonean Army is 
still battling for control of the Mokanji area where about 
a dozen people were taken hostage last week in two rebel! 
attacks on foreign-owned mining companies. The NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] government in 
Frectown has blamed the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels led by Foday Sankoh, who have been 
holding two British volunteers since November last year. 
But today, we got a call from the RUF spokesman, 
Alimamy Bakar Sankoh, who is in Accra, and on the line, 
Jeremy Skeet asked him if they were holding the people 
who were taken from mines: 


[Begin recording] [Sankoh] No, no, no. We entered 
Mokanji first on the 17th of this month, but we have 
never attacked the mining company there. It was the 
Nigerian and Guinean soldiers who were there that 
entered the company’s compound but not the RUF. All 
the looting, the destruction that took place there is for 
these Nigerian and Guinean soldiers who did the looting 
and killing there. 


[Skeet] But who is holding the hostages? 


[Sankoh] Well, we know we are not responsible for that. 
They are not with us. If they are with us, we are going to 
inform the international community, but presently, we 
don’t know anything about that. 


[Skeet] Why should we believe you? You already hold 
two British volunteers and the Russian hostages. You 
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obviously are willing to take hostages. Why should we 
believe you that you haven't taken these further hos- 
tages? 

[Sankoh] Okay, let me tell you one thing. We don't take 
people hostage. We rescue the civilian population, both 
Sierra Leoneans and foreigners lost in that country. We 
don’t owe nobody a hostage. What we did is to rescue the 
civilian population. Okay, the two British nationals that 
are with us, we agree, they are here with us and even we 
have a Russian national also with us, but for you to say 
we only (?stage) kidnappings, these are not our doings. 


[Skeet] But you are holding two British nationals and the 
Russian hostage. They are not free to go. 


{[Sankoh] Yeah, we can’t, if we, ...[pauses] let me try to 
clear one point here. If we leave them now to come 
through Guinea, they will be killed because the Guineans 
too, they are launching us with every artillery from the 
Guinean borders and when we leave them to go to 
Liberia, the enemies, that is ihe Ulimo [United Libera- 
tion Movement for Democracy in Liberia] forces along 
the border side, will try to kill them and they will only 
{words indistinct]. If we release them also to go to the 
front to pass through the NPRC forces to go to Freetown, 
they will be killed. So we tend to keep them there safe 
until when the weather is clear then we can talk with the 
British authorities or the Russians. Well, presently, an 
African country has come out to negotiate with the RUF 
leadership to seek the release of the Russian and I think 
we are going to get this worked out. 


[Skeet] Which African country is it? 


{Sankoh] Well, for now, I don’t have no authority to tell 
you, but I want to inform you that an African country 
has come out to negotiate for the immediate release of 
the Russian national. [end recording] 


RUF Rebels Attack Maron, Binti in North 


AB2201202095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 22 Jan 95 


[From the ‘‘Focus on Africa”’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Earlier this week RUF [Revo- 
lutionary United Front] rebeis struck at Sierra Leone’s 
economic heartland in the south of the country, 
attacking two mines and taking a number of hostages. 
Now, they have surfaced in the north and in an area 
where previously there had been no rebel activity. Yes- 
terday the northern town of Binti in the Port Loko 
District was in the firing line. From Freetown, Victor 
Sylver teiexed this report: 


Reports reaching Freetown today say that Binti, a town 
in Port Loko District in the north of Sierra Leone, was 
attacked yesterday evening by RUF rebels. It seems the 
rebels had first attacked Maron, four miles from Binti. 
After ransacking Maron, the rebels then went on to Binti 
where they torched houses and killed an unspecified 
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number of civilians. They then fled the area as govern- 
ment troops arrived on the scene. 


The strange thing about the Binti attack was that the 
rebels hurriedly left without pressing on to the town of 
(Bakanu). This has raised suspicions that they were too 
few in number to take on stronger government forces. It 
has been impossible to verify the situation on the ground 
from defense and military sources. However, reports 
trickling in say that hundreds of people, fleeing from 
what they fear is a big rebel attack, have arrived in Port 
Loko town itself. 


Meanwhile, residents of the Mabimbi and Mokanji areas 
fleeing receni attacks on the mining areas of Sierra Rutile 
and Sieromco [Sierra Leone Ore and Metal Company] 
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say they were surprised to see rebels wearing equipment 
similar to that worn by government forces. One woman, 
who barely managed to escape with her life, said that 
many children and women were still hiding in the bushes 
around the mining concerns. They find it difficult to tell 
rebels and government soldiers apart. 


When I asked a top NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] official this afternoon why there was an upsurge 
in rebel activity, he said that it could well be the work of 
some outside power. 


Meanwhile, reports from the Mano River Union bridge 
say that talks have been held between representatives of 
the RUF and a delegation of private citizens from all 
over Sierra Leone. 
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